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TEugdel e 1987d 13t dEH A7 FEHogZva TVE &
AALE7 EYPoEZAN AFYAA AFAEdA N2 #A d9dE
AEgur ek = 1995d AEAAdAE wERE, wEAd, FEEE,
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oA ARl o]m |9 JgBo] §F FolA = AZ|7L nlHE A
A2 ATz fERY A4 AR vxe] B FdAI FR A gEA
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Image of Politicians on the Media

CHOI, Mi-Kyoung

Major in Makeup Art

Dept. of Fashion Art & Design
Graduate School of Art

Hansung University

It is not an exaggeration that image is what determines a politician’s
future. In other words, the image that a politician has can determine
whether the politician win a election or not and it is natural the image
has great influence on the politician’s activities on the political arena.

Therefore, I intended to analyze image factors of Korean politicians on
the media and to present how to create a politician’s image that voters
want in this paper.

I studied examples of the U.S, an advanced nation in terms of politics,
reviewed the influence of image on the media in the presidential
elections, and I came to the following conclusions.

I studied what consists of a politician’s image and discovered the
factors that are composed of images of political candidates. I divided
these factors into cognitive ones and emotional ones, and explained what
influence each factor has on voters’ preference of candidates. I also

described how a politician’s image has changed and the patterns and



contents of changing images. In particular, I considered a candidate’'s
image as an emotional factor and a candidate’s issue is a cognitive
factor. However, there are no absolute criteria of whether a certain
image factor is an emotional one or a cognitive one. This distinction
depends on the circumstances.

In addition, considering the Korean political arena is changing from
"politics for politicians’ power” to "politics that values the general
public”, there is an increasing need for a politician to establish a publicly
favorable image. Accordingly, I found that a image of a politician who is
in line with the general public i1s considered as one of the success
factors in the elections.

As the effect of communications are increasing in today’s elections,
image factors of a candidate is also changing drastically. In this context,
among various images of a candidate on the media, not only visual
images such as external impressions, talking style, attitude, and gestures
but also internal factors such as personality and ability are of great
importance.

In the classical terms, image making has a close relationship with
coordination focusing on appearance. Clothes, makeup, and hair style are
becoming very important factors to form a person’s image.

As seen in the 16th presidential election of Korea, elections in the 21st
century are becoming mass media elections. The images of presidential
candidates on the media, especially on the TV screen, have powerful
impact on the results of elections. Therefore, strategies to form an image
for broadcasting are becoming a significant part of election campaigns.

Together with the conclusions mentioned above, I also studied the

effects that a politician can gain from successful image making.



First, successful image making can narrow the gab between a
candidate and voters.

Second, images such as "a person with integrity” and "a person with
reliability” can generate a sense of belonging and oneness from voters.

Third, an image that is created by utilizing the best and most reliable
factors among a candidate’s various characters can portray a politician
as an ideal person.

Fourth, Image making factors of appearance such as makeup, clothes
and gestures can have additional benefits of boosting a politician’s
confidence.

Fifth, a positively changed image enables a candidate to reach people
who were out of reach before.

Improved image of a politician is very important not only because it
can attract more votes but also it can make politics more friendly and

interesting to the general public.
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