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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Effective Management and Improvement

of the Local Police Service

The political, social and administrative environment of the police
1s rapidly changing these days. Socially, we can witness the
localization happening due to the openness, globalization and the
introduction of the local autonomy system and informatization and
advanced industrialization is progressing at an unprecedented speed.
Politically, as the national quality of life is enhanced, the Korean
society 1s In demand of a more democratic and friendly police
force. Activities of the police should become to be those by the
people, for the people and of the people and public security
administration should also shift its focus from suppliers to the
consumers.

After the fourth local elections in 1995, a historical localization era
unfolded here in Korea. This led to a decentralization, although partially, in
all sectors including politics, administration, society and education. Only
the police is holding on to the central and authoritative national
police system. Now, with the advent of a full-fledged local
autonomy era, the introduction of a local autonomous police
system has become one of the hottest issues and this,
fundamentally, is directly linked to the complete and strong
foundation of the local autonomy.

Following such trends, the National Police Agency has prepared a
bill on the introduction of an autonomous police based on the
"Japanese-style Police System” and announced this as the revised

bill of the Police Law in April 1999. At the time, due to the



conflict between police and prosecutors on the 1issue of an
independent investigation rights of the police and the opposition of
the local governments on the financial burden of the autonomous
police, the will of the government, the political arena and the police
lost its momentum; the implementation of the bill was postponed to
after the general elections of April 13th 2002 and has not been realized
to this day.

The ROK police must stand as the police of and for the people.
For this to happen, the current national police system should be
converted to that of a local autonomous police for the people.
Moreover, with the advent of the Ilocalization era, the local
autonomous police system must be implemented for the sake of
the public security service of the police, who has the duty to
protect the lives and the properties of the people.

In sum, the police themselves feel the necessity of a local
autonomous police system that can not only reflect the people’s
opinions to the maximum, but also maximize the democratization
and political neutrality of the police, efficiency of the police
administration and the public security administration services. For
that matter, the introduction of a local autonomous police system
that makes the police by, for and of the people is a major
requirement for realizing local autonomy.

The autonomous police system should be introduced in local
authorities first and be expanded stage by stage. A compromising
autonomous police system should be introduced which will, in the
center, be in charge of the National Police, in basic local authorities
such as the cities, counties and districts, take care of civil security,
local traffic, and local patrol, and take care of 20 special judiciary
police work including health, sanitation, environment and economy of

basic local authorities.



This thesis has focused on analyzing the problems of the current
police system in Korea, suggested the necessity to introduce the
autonomous police system as a way to deal with such problems
and studied on the major issues dealing with the introduction,
effective management methods and other ways to improve police

services.
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BEoEN FREAZAHL AHEE ddAEL3](The Metropolitan  Police
Authority)®] @] stell A Hol ofe AAEEAI e 37 AA
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d& Aefs AAdRA Y] #el= 43 (Home Secretary), A7 29
93] (Local Police Authority), #%7d 2% % (Chief Constable)®] 3%}7}
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