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ABSTRACT

A study of artistic replication of the portrait of the Sunam E-jang Lee

Kyeong - Sook Yoo

Major in Korean Traditional Color Painting
Dept. of Painting

Graduate School of Art

Hansung University

This essay deals primarily with the artistic tradition of realistic replication
through the portraits of the government official Sunam E-jang Lee from the
Later Joseon Dynasty, and also in particular about the process of creation itself.
In general, pre-modern oriental portraits can be diferentiated from other paintings
differ in two definate ways.

First, portraits from that era naturally used real people as the subject. As
Kaizhi Gu once remarked, "Generally speaking, drawing people is the hardest
task,” and one can feel this to be true as creating a portrait of a specific person
in their likeness is never simple. In regards to this, the artists of old paid
importance to a concept known as "Jeonshinsajo”. T’Jeonshin"(@ﬂi), written with
the characters for ’transfer’ and ’spirit’, implies capturing the spirit within the
subject, and “sajo”(BPR), written with the characters for ‘inscribe’ and
'illuminate’, refers to the artist expressing the subject within the picture.
Second, the motives for producing a portrait were often connected with the very
real acts of enshrining or laying in state. Therefore, it was also important for the
artist to adhere to a regular form when creating a portrait. For example, when
drawing a royal portrait the standard was to keep the front side correct in order
to give an air of majesty, and for a portrait of a minister, a gravity and a spirit
were emphasized in order for it to be a model to others. Naturally the demands
for these models were not set up right at the front when dealing with this
concept of ’Jeonshinsajo’, but when looking at the process of making a portrait
one can easily surmise that these two models were on an entirely different level
to the artist.
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