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ABSTRACT

A Study on U.S. Intervention Policy in the Vietnam War

Kim, Moon-Ho

Major in American Region
Dept. of Int'l Area Studies
Graduate School of Int'l Studies

Hansung University

Recently the American Administration is suffering from the
anti-war movement which compares the nightmare of Vietnam
warfare to Waﬁme in Iraq. Why are they having the anti-war
movement recounting the Vietnam War? It is because of the
long-war, guerrilla warfare, and iraqgi’s anti-American sentiments
are similar to events during the Vietnam war. Because of this reason,
researcher has an interest and a curiosity of the Vietnam war.

This thesis we will research about why the world’s most powerful
country, U. S. had lost in the vietnam war and discuss solution from
the point of view of the American Administrations foreign policy.

The thesis is constructed into 5 chapters, the first chapter will be
the introduction. The second chapter will be the general discussion
of ideologies and intervention theories for the United States foreign
policy. The third chapter is the Quality of Vietnam policy of the
American Administration investigations. The analysis regarding a
Vietnam intervention policy and the administrations policy and the
reason of the military intervention will be taught at the fourth
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chapter. Finally at the fifth chapter we will end up with the
conclusion.

After World War II, U. S. which has won in military, economy field
became the world’s most powerful country. In the Soviet Union
after Bolshevik revolution, Stalin dominated that country. The two
Super power countries began long cold war which started at Berlin.
To the proliferation of their national ideology, they had an interest
in the country that has been freed from the great power’s colony.
And The Third World country depended on the bothsided of the
powerful countries.

When China become socialized, the U. S. was threatened by
socialization decided to protect Southeast Asia from socialization.
They began an intervention policy into Vietnam, which is next to
China.

The administrations of Trueman and Eisenhower intervened in the
third world country informally and with ‘indirected way. They
regarded the Vietnam war as civil war. They accepted the policy of
blockading which was performed by France.

The American’s beliefs were of anti-socialism, and prevention of
Domino theory.

The administrations of Kennedy and Johnson ware represented by
the firsthand and full scaled policy. They defined Ho Chi Minh as a
socialist and the war as a socializing war. The Gulf of Ton Kin
Resolution put the mass of American military forces marching on
north—Vietnam with their powerful air-forces. However, during the
New year’'s attack of 1968, terrifying facts of war were opened to
the public through the mass media causing anti-war public opinion.
The Administration and the Pentagon lost their will to prosecute the
war.

Richard M. Nixon pursued the honorable withdrawal from the
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Vietnam war. He became the first president who lost in war.

Through consideration the policies of Kennedy and Johnson's,
Trueman and Eisenhower’s Nixon's we arrive at the followings.

First, the Vietnam war was the war escalated and ended by an
overreaction which the policy staffing charges had fabricated. The
Gulf of Ton Kin Resolution, military operation of Phoenix, warfare
agreement ending the war, were all decided by the policies staffes
by Macnamara and Kissinger. The presidents just followed their
decisions, taking an equivocal attitude. In addition , revelation of
many fabrications and cruelty of this war to the public causes
Americans disappointment in their administration. They had known
that the war is meaningless.

Second, the vietnam war was the war for the holding a hegemony,
and staying a power. America meddle pursue the war to prevent the
Domino theory, but after the Vietnam became socialized there were
no socialization of the other countries. Vietnam war was not the war
for the Vietnamese but they were just sacrificed to the confrontation
of an ideology. The Gulf of Ton Kin resolution was supposed to end
the war before the presidential election. The Vietnam war was used
to solve domestic problems.

Third, before the Vietnam war United States’ political purpose and
the military purpose was not correspond. Without any analysis, they
were just involved in the war of the anti-socialization, and they
fought with Vietnamese guerrillas without the ability direct attack on
the enemy.

Fourth, The America accepted the policy for the national security
and the Congress started to constraint the president strictly. The
America adopted the optional interposition policy in the international
dispute areas. Revising the war powers act, the Congress showed the

power that can restrain the administration policy in disputed
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territories such as in Angola and Iran.

In conclusion, America intervened in Vietnam without any purpose
or justice, and the Vietnam war was the war escalated and ended by
an misinformation of major staff members such as Macnamara and
Kissinger. The president also showed their incompetence. After the
vietnam war, presidential powers were weakened, foreign policy has

been diversified, and became more concerned with national interests.
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