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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Character Makeup Applied to

the Stage

— Based on the make-up plan of Opera Rigoletto -

Lee, Jung Soo

Major in Make—up Art
Dept. of Fashion Arts
Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

Makeup plays the most important role as a medium in
completing the whole stage arts. The stage makeup 1is
characterized by the presence of distance from the fixed
audience and limited intensity of lighting and color
differently from the general or image makeup. According to
the location of the audience, the stress of makeup should
be tuned, while the color modulated so differently from the
reality according to the change of lighting.

The stage 1s a field which was commercialized,
technologized, and popularized, especially, recently the
makeup 1S becoming much elaborated and professionalized
along with the diversification of the stage arts. Makeup
artist should be able to present the very personage
required by the script ranging from makeup to hair in order

to create a character by combining several elements such as
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actor, cast, works, lighting, costume, etc. In short,
he/she should analyze the works as a makeup artist familiar
with both theory and practice at its maximum, while
studying a creative makeup so that the actor can be created
as a personage on the stage 1n perfection.

Unfortunately, the makeup in Korea lacks in systematical
organization, so now we, who study makeup arts are learning
through and dependent on the foreign materials in reality.
Considering these difficulties, it 1is necessary for the
professional makeup artist to do makeup design based on the
rigorous research of the works and, in turn, to integrate
it into scholarship.

In viewing the real stage makeup, quite commonly the
artist captures concept of makeup after seeing the costume
on the spot and listening to director's intention. In
addition, i1t 1s a serious problem that a director often
excludes the makeup artist in the process of performance
meeting while including the staffs who engage in lighting,
costume, sound, and stage setting, which proves that the
makeup artist's status has not been established until yet.

In particular, the character makeup aims to recreate a
personage whose ethnicity, period, age, physical condition,
environment, or personality, which cannot be expressed only
with the actor's talent, can be revealed through makeup so
that the audience may be definitely convinced of the
character's personal traits.

In this sense, makeup is regarded an important task in
heightening the artistic degree of perfection, so the
artist's professionalism has been much more emphasized than

ever.
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Accordingly, the purpose of this study is to explore the
concept and approach of character makeup applied to the
stage performance among the various sub-fields of makeup by
analyzing G. Verdi' opera “Rigoletto” as an empirical
example.

In the fifth chapter, problems and improvements of stage
makeup were defined through a questionnaire for the
character makeup in the stage performance on makeup artists,
actors, and audiences.

In conclusion, first of all, this study reilluminated the
character makeup in the stage performance, then presented
the process of effective character makeup, and finally
quested for a developmental direction of the character
makeup through a questionnaire on the real users including
actors and audiences. It 1s, thus, significant in making
the character makeup an important visual medium in which
all the actor's actions on the stage can be fully

sympathized with audience.
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