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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Make-Up Shown in Stage Performance

— Focusing on the Musical ‘Empress Myeong-Seong’ —

Na, Kyung

Major in Make-up Art

Dept. of Fashion Art & Design
Graduate School of Hansung University

Musical is a form of synthetic arts which consists of popularity,
entertainment and history and a genre which strongly appeals to the mass. Due
to its characteristic, its scale is large and magnificent. And considering the
distance between the auditorium and the stage the need to be seen more
accurately on stage and all the designing elements on stage including make-up,
lighting, costume, etc. have a very importance relation.

Make-up can be defined as a significant element which manifests a
character as best as it can by analyzing the work and by understanding the
characteristics of the character and which helps the actor to hypnotize himself
and to maintain his mental stability. This contributes to elevating the
completeness of the work to the highest degree.

In this research, the backgrounds and characteristics of general musicals,
the backgrounds of the Korean musicals, the concept of stage make-up and its
types were observed focusing on ‘Empress Myeong-Seong’, which attracted a
considerable number of audience and succeeded in the entertainment industry

from 1995 to 2002 and which was introduced in New York Broadway and
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West End in England for the first time in the history of the Korean original
musicals. Also, the analysis of the work and the stage make-up of the
characters were studied and shown in illustrations, photographs and tables.

The make-up of Empress Myeong-Seong stressed on expressing her
dignity and beauty as the mother of the people and that of Dae-Won-Gun tried
to show a stubborn old man grabbing definite power in his hand through the
shadows and wrinkles on his face. The make-up of King Go-Jong stressed on
his weak and indecisive image, that of Miura, his arrogant and careful
personality and that of Hong Gye-Hun, his bravery as a young general.

Likewise, in order to shape detailed make-up in stage performance the
understanding of the work and the analysis on the characters are needed. And
in this process, framing the plans and illustrations for make-up is helpful.

However, since this research did not introduce all the other designing
elements on stage including make-up and lighting, further study needs to be

done.
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