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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Principle of the Conducting Maneuver

Warfare

Jeon, Eui—sik

Major in International Security

Dept. of Int'l Security and Strategy
Graduate School of International Studies

Hansung University

The purpose of this paper is to study the principles of maneuver
warfare in order to understand how an inferior force triumphs over a
superior force in war.

To achieve this objective, three questions are examined:

First, what is the warfare theory by which an inferior force
triumphs over a superior force? Second, what is maneuver warfare?
Third, what are the principles of maneuver warfare?

This paper starts by investigating key factors and principles of
maneuver warfare presented by major strategic thinkers and preceding
researchers. Also, from the world military history, several exemplary
cases of maneuver warfare are analyzed to identify common factors for
victory. In addition, principles for successful maneuver warfare are
investigated in accordance with each key factor and proved through
scientific theories and laws. The methodology utilized in this paper

compares and contrasts literature reviews and case study results with
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existing philosophical, psychological, and scientific theories and laws.

The results of this syudy can be summarized as follows.
Following the introduction examines the theories of influential
strategists including Sun Zi's "Art of War”, J.F.C. Fuller's Paraysis
Warfare, H. Guderian’s Blitzkrieg, and B.H. Liddell Hart's “Indirect
Approach” strategy. Then the study investigates theories of preceding
scholars including Richard E. Simpkin, Richard R. Leonhard, John.
Boyd, and Richard D. Hooker as well as domestic scholars such as
Yang—Gyu Noh.

It begins by defining maneuver warfare : "maneuver warfare is a
form of conventional warfare that defeats the enemy mentally leading
to a swift victory with minimum casualty by taking advantage of
one’'s superior maneuveravility as a means to paralyze the enemy
phisically and psychologically”. In addition, it selects the ability to take
Initiative, speed, dominance, surprise attack, momentum, paralysis of
organization structure, and paralysis of organizational psyche as the
seven key factors in conducting maneuver warfare. It also adds mental
strength and intelligence capability as two additional factors based on
the study of five case studies of maneuver warfare. Next, it integrates
these factors to extract five key factors in using maneuverability as a
means to paralyze the enemy, that is, a means well-suited for the
concept of maneuver warfare. Those five factors are the ability to take
Initiative, speed, ability to accomplish superiority and carry out surprise
attack, paralysis of organization structure, and paralysis of
organizational psyche.

The ability to take an initiative requires carrying out autonomous
decisions and executing operations that implement those decisions
ahead of the enemy. In other words, it is to force the enemy to follow

the course of action intended by friendly forces by executing
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preemptive decisions and operations. Securing this ability is based on
intelligence capability superior to that of the enemy and requires timely
provision of strategic/operational intelligence during maneuver warfare.

In the battlefield, speed is converted into the concept of time.
Swiftly executed operations can create a rapid change of situation so
that the enemy may not only cause its headquaters to inaccurately
understand the real state of battlefield in the fiood of misleading
intelligence, but also cause the enemy to lose grasp of the situation
due to the unexpected tide of events and become incapable of taking
appropriate actions, deranging the enemy commander. The speed of
strategic and operational task forces advancing deep into the enemy’s
rear generates a sinergy effect in raising morale of friendly forces and
developing an insurmountable momentum, which instills fear and panic
within the enemy, breaking down their morale. The speed of maneuver
targeting the psychological center of gravity can break down the
morale of the enemy troops and the willingness of the enemy
commander.

Strategic force ratio can be reversed through obtaining relative
superiority and accomplishing successful surprise attack by utilizing
speed to concentrate on the enemy'’s critical weakness. Surprise attack
disturbs the enemy’s psyche, paralyzing the rationality and judgement
of the enemy and thus rendering the enemy unable to respond and tips
the balance on the strategy scale. Using physiology as an example, the
paralysis of various enemy structures such as command and control
system and logistics support system, through high-speed maneuvers
and efficient operation of fire power, neutralizes the enemy’s command
and reporting system, rendering the enemy powerless even with
superiority in numbers.

In the battlefield, the military force is the mass at the highest
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level of organization. Mob psychology can be expressed in a form of
mass behavior in accordance to Instinct, unconsciousness, and
intimation, and mass behavior is governed by emotion rather than by
reason. With the initiative, if friendly forces blitz toward the enemy’s
psychological center of gravity at the battlefield, paralyze the enemy
structure, and accomplish surprise attacks, enemy forces become
subject to mass psychology, falling into a state of panic, as the
fight-or—flight reaction kicks into effect. If the highest level of
psychological warfare towards the enemy’s psychological center of
gravity is conducted simul- taneously, it would paralyze the enemy’s
organizational psychology destroying their morale as well as military
organizations.

Finally, the overarching principle governing maneuver warfare is
determined through synthesizing the results of the principles for each
key factor. The results reveal that the principle is to phisically and
psychologically paralyze the enemy by executing blitzkrieg operations
that affect enemy’s organizational psychology based on the
time—centered thinking.

Therefore, the principle of winning maneuver warfare is that of
paralysis warfare, which needs to be solved by the funtion of time
and organizational psychology.

In conclusion, the military should establish autonomous military
strategy and doctrine based on maneuver warfare theory in the future

and develop the military force capable of executing maneuver warfare.
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