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Si: Score at each class (4 for class 1 and 1 for class 4)

Ni:  Number of respondents at each class
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ABSTRACT

A surveillance on Awareness, Perceptions, and Opinions of
Occupational Medical Professionals on Recent Controversies over

the Occupational Disease Cases and Semiconductor Industries

Chin Kyong Kim

Major in Industrial Hygiene Engineering
Dept. of Industry and Health Engineering
Graduate School of Occupational Safety
and Health

Hansung University

The purpose of this study was to survey awareness, perceptions and
opinions of occupational medical professionals on recent controversies over
the occupational disease (leukemia) cases and semiconductor manufacturing
industries. The study employed a self-administered written questionnaire
provided to individuals who attended the fall 2011 Korean Society of
Occupational Environmental and Medical Professionals conference. The total
number of respondents was 106.

It was found that most of occupational medical professionals have
well recognized the controversies(30% in detail and 52% roughly).

Forty two percentage of respondents ranked high reliability on the
2008 epidemiologic study conducted by the KOSHA Research Institute, but

-84 -



10.496 ranked low reliability. For 2009 workplace investigation conducted by
the Seoul National University, School of Public Health team, 33% ranked
high reliability and 7.5% ranked low. For 2011 the industry (Samsung)
self-investigation conducted by a consultant, the Environ Inc., only 11.3%
ranked high reliability and 45.3% ranked low.

For possibility of the causal relationship between semiconductor
workplace and leukemia, 6.6% of total respondents checked in very high,
50% in high, 34% in low and 57% in very low respectively. The
percentage of respondents who believed to reach a conclusion on the causal
relationship between semiconductor manufacturing processes and leukemia
in high, half and half and low possibility were 42%, 28% and 28%
respectively.

For the primary organization that have responsibility to solve the
recent controversies, 76% of the respondents considered industry(Samsung),
6.6% considered the Workers Welfare Corporation, 4.7% considered the
Ministry of Employment and Labor, 3.8% considered NGO, and 1.7%
considered the Court.

On the question for the opinions that workers compensation should be
approved for the leukemia cases under the debate, 14.2% agreed absolutely,
49.1% agreed, 24.5% middle, and 5.7% disagreed.

Fifty one percentage of the respondents believed that these kinds of
debates could be resolved by improvement of the annual workplace
monitoring institution (system). Thirty four percentage of the respondents
believed that these kinds of debates could be resolved by improvement of
the health management agenting institution. Forty six percentage of the
respondents believed that these kinds of debates could be resolved by

improvement of the periodic medical check up institution.

[Keywords] Semiconductor Occupational Disease, Samsung

Leukemia, Samsung Semiconductor, Semiconductor leukemia
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