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ABSTRACT

A Study on the King Taejo's Portrait in Kyungki Shrine

Ahn, Jin—Hee

Major in Traditional true
Colored Painting
Department of Painting
Graduate School of Art

Hansung University

A portrait 1s a part of a figure painting, and it has to express the
external features and inner world of a figure. In the East we call this
external characteristic 'Hyungsa(describing the reality as it is)' and
internal world 'Junshin(describing the internal mental world)," and we
have emphasized its importance. Hyungsa and Junshin, in Korea, is
well expressed in the portraits in Chosun Dynasty, based on
metaphysics. In Chosun Dynasty Samyo(a personal shrine where a
spirit tablet is preserved ) and Seweon(a memorial hall for the great
scholars and loyal retainers of the past) were promoted, which resulted in the
many demands for the portrait. In addition to it, the kings' portraits on
which their features were painted were actively made, which led to the

development of painting skills. Among those, King Taejo's portrait in
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Kyungki Shirne may be the model that most typically shows the true self of
the king portraits in Chosun Dynasty which remain. The King Taejo's
portrait in Kyungki Shirne is an example that shows us the process of
completing painting systematically, carried out by King's order, in many
aspects such as its scale, materials, paints, expressive skills, the state of
lengthiness, etc.

Since Taejo Lee Sung—gye(1335~1408) was the founder of a country,
he was treated with respect, so his portrait had separatedly been in
custody from the beginning of a dynasty. According to the records,
there were 26 works in Jaejo's portrait, and they were painted in
various costumes and positions. However, in spite of the actively
painted kings' portraits, among Taejo's portraits remaining now, only
one portrait 1s preserved in Kuyngki Shine, keeping its original quality.
Although kings' portraits are important in an aspect of historical
representation, and have related records enough, the fact that only a
few of kings' portraits remain now is the greatest limit to the studies
on the portraits. The Taejo's portrait in existence was imitated in the
9th year of Gojong(1873), however, we can find out the strong will
that tried to intentionally take over the basic attitude and icon of the
early Chosun Dynasty like the highly angled outlines and the patters
on the costumes.

From this view, the Taejo's portrait in Kyungki Shrine in Junjoo is
a important cultural asset through which we can organically review its
variolous transfigurations and functions, so I tried to figure out the
characteristics of portraits in the era and learn the skills applied to
them by imitating the Taejo's portrait among ones in Chosun Dynasty.
Besides, I did research on the symbolic meanings of the diverse

patterns shown in the imperial clothe, king's chair, clothe decorations,
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etc.

For the imitating process, based on the conclusion on the preparation
and experiment course(a process for making a color chart to match
color qualities and paints, and for understanding line drawing thorough
line exercises), I began to the imitating operation for the whole picture.
[ carried out the imitating process including making the abstract, dying
the picturing silk, binding the picturing silk to a tenter, painting with
mixing liquid, etc. and completed the picture after the line drawing and

coloring, a step to set to the imitating operation.
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