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ABSTRACT

A Study on Man's Hairstyles
Since the Late 19th Century’s Civilization

Kim min joung

Major in Make-up Art

Dept of Fashion Art & Design
Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

Recently, one’s appearance has been regarded as one of his or
her competitive edges in Korean society. A lot of men have become
more interested than ever in improving their appearances through
hairdo, skin-care, or even makeup, which was viewed as kind of a
taboo in the past.

As a result, the marketplace for man-only beauty parlors and
man’s cosmetics has been growing rapidly. It is likely that men’s
interests in their looks will increase all the more. In this study, I
examined:

(1) the traditional views on hairstyle in terms of representative
symbolism reflecting one’s social status and wealth, spiritual
symbolism representing filial piety, and superstitious symbolism
reflecting taboo and exorcism.

(2) man’s hairstyles, which were in fashion during those days
from the civilization to the post-liberation from the Japanese
imperialism, and historical factors and background that affected

men'’s hairstyles. Since the transition of hairstyles and fashion



reflects the social, political and economic situation, the study on
them may serve as an important material to understand lifestyle in
those days.

(3) some of post-civilization man’s hairstyles in an attempt to
reflect them 1in today’s hairstyles. Besides, [ structurized
hairdressing tools, devices and cosmetics.

The study shows that historical background greatly affects
hairstyles and people tend to express their oppression and liberation
through the length of their hair.

Today’'s global trend is that the distinction between barber
and hairdresser has become irrelevant; gender barrier between men
and women has been torn down, and advance in technology has
accelerated the cycle of hairdressing techniques. Therefore, a study
on man’s hairstyles i1s crucial in actively responding to changes in

global trend.
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