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108) =& <(1988), 9] ¥, p.374.
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ABSTRACT

A study on Korean Cosmetic Culture
of the first period of the 20th century
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Hansung University

In this thesis, this researcher examined the cosmetic culture of Korea before
the 20th century on the premise that the change of cosmetic culture is based
on the reflection of sociocultural factors for the purpose of studying the
cosmetic culture of Korea during the first period of the 20th century,
analyzed the background of cosmetic culture by classifying the period
background during the first period of the 20th century with diverse
sociocultural backgrounds greatly and relating it to cosmetic industry, and
studied the change and feature through the concrete influence that this
situation had on cosmetic culture.

Since cosmetic started with the history of mankind, the concept of cosmetic
in the tradition of our country was used with respectively different
vocabularies in accordance with the degree of decoration.

And, the word, cosmetic was flowed in from Japan after the flowering time



and it came to be a common use language, show started to be universalized
gradualily.

In addition, the cosmetic culture of Korea has changed, reflecting the
culture ideology and aesthetic sense of the period, as it was created and
changed in the political and historical relation of society.

The cosmetic culture of Korea which has continued for several thousand
years since Chosun society which met the opening of aport started the
cultural contact with the West with the Political Reform in 1984 started to
show started to show the aspect of change.

Especially, the cosmetic culture of Korea during the first period of the 20th
century has close relation with the expansion of eduction related to women
who are the subject of cosmetic action, the social advancement of women
which is based on it, the change of value recognition of period, and the
development of economy and industry.

And, it is the period when the existing recognition that cosmetic has been
treated like the exclusive possession material of kisaeng traditionally in this
background came to change gradually.

Thus, it was expanded to new women and housewives gradually also.

Since the beginning of the first period of the 20th century, the cosmetic
industry of Korea experienced great change.

Convetional cosmetic industry declined after the opening of a port because
of the fact that self-sufficient economy systemand market failed to develop

before the 20th century and the limit of manufacturing method of cosmetic



etc., but other homemade cosmetics including Japanese mint powder which
formed the cornerstone of development of our cosmetic industry of today was
manufactured after the Political Reform in 1984 which became the decisive
momentum in the history of cosmetic development, and the existence of
cosmetic company of Koreans which was founded since the beginning of
1930-1940 contributed toward the industrialization and development of
cosmetic.

However, cosmetic was manufactured on the scale of home manual indsutry
without present permission procedure or facilities standard, and quality
inspection.

As for then cosmetic sales, store sales increased, the sales of distribution
method appeared, and it was circulated through the storekeeper and the
peddler of a fancy goods etc.

In addition, while cosmetic advertisement decorated newspaper, magazine
and space, cosmetic culture had influence on generals.

Since Koryo period before the 20th century, stage cosmetic of kisaeng and
the thin cosmetic of wives of middle class home were made.

And, in Chosun period, cosmetic became dual into the make-up of women
at middle class home andd that of kisaeng.

Then, it is being shown that the social position or viewpoint of women
could be revealed through differentiated cosmetic method from the period.

This phenomenon was linked to the cosmetic culture during the first

period of the 20th century.
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Thus, that the remnants have been left in the consciousness of people up to
now became the negative element of development of cosmetic culture of
Korea.

During the first period of the 20th century, while the new style cosmetic
and the new style of cosmetic method were introduced, cosmetic culture met
another aspect by the dual tendency of new style cosmetic and traditional
cosmetic.

While the new style of cosmetic method was in vogue, power was applied
milk-white, the color of lipsticks became thick, and the fragrance of perfume
and soap became thick.

However, this vogue of new style of cosmetic method was not accelerated
and it faced the limit of popularization.

Then, the cause was because it was in vogue by new women, kisaeng and
prostitute who are working women, and movie star etc.

By the praise of free love of partial new women and the criticism for it,
women who made up with new style were designated as inconstant lovers or
sexually disordered women.

That the women at middle class home evaded cosmetic so as to be
differentiated from them brought the result that the cosmetic distinction was
deepened.

And, as bringing the awakening of race after the Japanese annexation of
Korea regarded civilization style just as Japanese stule, the repulsion for Japan

impeded the vogue of new style of cosmetic.
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In addition, the articles of mass media emphasized thin cosmetic and
cosmetic which doesn’t seem to be young day after day.

And, the phenomenon of vogue follow of new women which was referred
to as angled texture was not regarded good for the most part and it was
regarded as the subjet of reproach of society.

Thus, there was limit in the popularization of new style of cosmetic.

But, cosmetic which had the meaning of dressing until those days was
transfigured into the cosmetic as the total fashions such as face, skin
management, dress, dress and its ornaments, and hairstyle etc, while it

changed into the meaning of decoration.
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