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Piaget®] ¢1z] ¥d o]Z(Piaget & Inhelder, 1969) &4, A% o] Z(Morphett
& Washburne, 1931) AA, 2414 T o]=(Holdaway, 1979) U, &4
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1983) Solt}.
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D AAA Bl grdo] glew o]F 9 ote :L%Q L
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ABSTRACT

Analysis on the Usage of Hao-style and
Hage—style Honorifics in Contemporary Korean

Language and Reflection on its Cultural Literacy

Na, Dong Sook

Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

The aim of the thesis is to lay the ground for teaching cultural
literacy for Korean language learner for specific purposes. In the research,
[ analyze the usage of Hao-style and Hage—style in contemporary Korean
language and reflect on cultural literacy embedded in it. Relative
Honorifics is one of the distinctive linguistic features of Korean language,
which appears at the end of the sentence. It shows a relation between
the speaker and listener, and its style varies depending on the degree of
honorifics and formality. In contemporary Korean language, the
opportunity to come across Hao—style and Hage—style honorifics in daily

life language usage has been declined.
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However, native Korean speakers continue to employ Hao-style and
Hage—style honorifics in various content such as literature, TV, drama,
movies, and advertisement. [ suggest that the continuous application of
Hao-style and Hage-style honorifics in various content is due to its
cultural literacy, a concept developed by E.D. Hirsch, Jr.. In other words,
contextual information commonly shared by native Korean speakers are
inhered in Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics. Then, the ability to
understand Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics is not only to apprehend
the explicit content, but also to grasp the intention of the speaker and
relate it to a broader context, which is inexplicit in the content.

Native Korean speakers continue to acquire cultural literacy of
Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics through Korean folk tales for
children and Korean language textbook for primary and middle school
students. To confirm that native Korean speakers understand Hao-style
and Hage—style honorifics in terms of its cultural literacy, I examined
Korean folk tales for children in nursery education. Also, from Korean
language textbooks of primary and middle school used in national
common curriculum, I listed all the texts with Hao—style and Hage-style
honorifics and categorized them accordingly.

As a result, I discover that the number of texts with and type of
Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics increase gradually in Korean
language textbook for elementary and middle school students. It shows
that native Korean speakers expand and deepen cultural literacy of
Hao-style and Hage-style honorifics through national common
curriculum,

After analyzing concrete texts with Hao-style and Hage-style
honorifics from Korean folk tales for children and Korean language
textbook for elementary and middle school, I reflect on cultural literacy

of Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics and point out three features:
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1) knowledge on traditional culture and history, 2) normative and
3) strategic usage of Hao—style and Hage—style honorifics.

First of all, native Korean speakers use Hao-style and Hage—style
honorifics as an appropriate mechanism to convey knowledge on
traditional culture, custom and history. It shows that they recognize
Hao-style and Hage-style honorifics as a suitable linguistic form to
provide information on traditional culture, custom and history. Secondly,
normative usage of Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics is enabled
because native Korean speakers understand the typical patterns and
contexts in which Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics is implemented.
Finally, from various speech level in honorifics, native Korean speakers
strategically employ Hao—style and Hage—style honorifics to express subtle
intention of the speaker. Moreover, considering the typicality of context
in which Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics are used, it serves to
create a specific atmosphere or characteristic of a person.

Without a proper education on cultural literacy of Hao-style and
Hage—style honorifics which native Korean speakers gradually accumulate
through public education, it is unlikely that Korean language learners will
be able to grasp cultural literacy of Hao—style and Hage—-style honorifics
and apprehend various linguistic texts with it. Especially, for Korean
language learners who plan to reside in Korean for long term such as
marriage immigrants and immigrated children of multicultural families,
and for those who apply for permanent residency or naturalization
process, it is of importance to be able to acquire a proper level of
cultural literacy embedded in Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics. Also,
foreign students of Korean studies will also encounter Hao-style and
Hage-style honorifics when they study history, society and culture of
Korea. In such cases, they are required to possess a level of cultural

literacy equivalent to that of native Korean speakers in order to
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understand  specific historical and cultural context and background
information.

The aim of learning Korean language should focus on improving
cultural literacy by learning Korean culture expressed in Korean language.
With a proper level of cultural literacy, Korean language learners will be
able to engage in communication in sufficient depth with native Korean
speakers. Furthermore, cultural literacy developed through education on
Hao-style and Hage—style honorifics in Korean language will open doors
for Korean language leaners to demonstrate their potential to practice

interculturalism based on their mother tongue and own culture.

Key words: Relative honorifics, Speech level, Hao—style, Hage-style,
Literacy development, Cultural literacy, Context, Normative usage,
Strategic usage, Vocabulary of traditional culture, Linguistic knowledge,

Historical knowledge, Korean language education.
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