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ABSTRACT

A Study of the expression of desire in a modern consumer
society.

—Focused on own works—

Jeon, Jeong—Eun

Major in Oriental Painting and
True Colored Painting

Dept. of Painting

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This thesis is a theory of work on the expression of desire observed
in a consumer society based on own works from 2014 to 2015.

My study was initiated from an attention to the characteristic of
goods as an expression of latent desire in modern consumer society. A
development of modern society established the capitalistic economy that
boosted human desire through consumption. The consumption in this era
1s a method of self—identification and self—display by the expression of
human desire. We call this society that is characterized by consumption
as a consumer soclety. In the society, consumption is no longer a simple
fulfillment of physiological desire but a cultural and symbolic tendency.

A desire is a fundamental source that makes us realize a sense of
existence. Further from general meaning of wants, a desire becomes the
impetus of modern society. Although an accomplishment of desire brings

us a joyfulness and a satisfaction, the fulfillment is restricted and
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temporal. Thus, a frustration and a despair exist. Through the symbolism
of tarot card and car plate which represent material needs, I tried to
trace endless human desire.

I have initially explored the desire from both oriental arts and
western paintings. Gimyeongjeolji paintings, one of oriental arts, lists
objects close to people's life space on horizontal canvas. The sources of
paintings represent their prosaic desire wishing wealthy, comfort, luck,
and long life. In opposite, Vanitas, one of western arts, show the frailty
of human life and the vanity of desire through the balance of symbolic
source such as skull, bones, mirror, and a glass upside down.

Observed from modern paintings, development of mass media in
1960’s produced pop culture such as ads, comics, and movies. pop art
reflects the tendency of consumerism enhanced with development of mass
medea. Considering the material as the target of desire, merchandise
goods have a role of diminishing the boundary between art and goods. I
studied Andy Warhol's works that admitted the reality of consumer
society into his arts.

I tried to present the symbol of modern consumer society as a car
plate series and tarot card series. I chose the vehicles as a symbol of
people who find their sense of self—display and satisfaction from
consumption of luxury item, and took car plates as my source of
artworks. Conspicuous consumption causes relative deprivation. Tarot
card is a method to solve the sense of loss and nerve caused by
frustrated desires. Tarot card is reflection of desire that fulfills nerve and
expectation to the uncertain future.

Until recent, desire in paintings have been expressed differently in
eastern and western arts, and reconstructed as various symbols and signs
as Gimyeongjeolji paintings, Vanitas, and pop arts. This study provided a

chance to build a basis for my artworks by exploring aesthetic evidence
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from traditional and modern paintings, and considering the reality of
creative arts from material selection to the expression of material and
inflection of material technics. With this, I expect this study becomes a

foundation of my future works.

[KEYWORD] Desire, Symbol, Consumer Society, Nerve, Self—display
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