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%, <blue men>, Mixed media on Acrylic board, 62.2x57cm, 20143
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Expression of Paintings about the Character
of Modern Society

—Focused on my own works—

Cho, Yoon—Joong

Major in Oriental Painting and
True Colored Painting

Dept. of Painting

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study researched on the figure expression of modern people
who are experiencing confusion in their identity under their busy life and
stress, centered on the researcher’s work created from 2014 to 2016.

Humans’ life is a social one, and all of their emotions and
consciousness are created in the social relationship. The artists, being a
member of the society as well, are influenced by the universal value
dominant in the society they belong, and they have been expressing their
thoughts, emotions, and sentiments under such influence. A lot of
painters of this contemporary time are, in the same way, expressing the
life of modern people too, reflecting the era and reality in various forms.

As the society became more industrialized and information—loaded, the
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modern society gradually turned more diversified and complex. It has
become harder for the modern people to contemplate questions such as,
“Who am 1?7 or “What am I?”, in this fast changing world. The media,
which especially has the biggest influence in the society, are showing the
fabricated images that reflect the world, directly reflecting the unstable
and confusing life of the people. A lot of lives appearing in the media
are characterized by enervation and weakness. The unstable, foolish, and
wandering lives are the very stories I and we experienced.

My work began under the examination of the identity of individuals,
and the portrait of modern people as reflected through the media reminds
me about myself. The process of drawing the modern people who are
experiencing confusion with their ego and identity is a process of
understanding and comforting myself, at the same time the method to
communicate with others who are living in the same period with me.

My work consists of mixing various materials with my basic drawing.
Drawing is one of the expression methods that is mainly completed
through the employment of lines, and “Draw a painting’ is the closest to
the fundamental of art. It is the best technique to express emotions and
intention of the painter by its particular characteristic. Since the ancient
times, the expression on figures and people have been done through
drawing, the most classic technique, and many of the contemporary
artists as well have been expressing them in their own unique style,
reflecting their thoughts and sentiments as they make use of and research
on such technique. I used the transparent acrylic board, instead of paper,
to best express the feeling and speed of free and various lines. It is,
unlike the familiar paper or canvas, a comfortable and familiar material
to the modern people, just like the monitor screen that symbolizes the
popular culture. Moreover, it reminds the portrait of modern people in

the monitor screen by “putting people into the screen.” I explored my
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own drawing technique in the process of mixing the materials widely
used in the East and West, to stabilize the drew, liquid lines on the
board. Such exploration can be said to be the process of finding my ego
and identity as an artist and our portrait, including myself, living in this

modern period, as well as the process of recording this time period.

[KEYWORD] Modern People, Pop Culture, Figure Painting, Drawing,
Blank
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