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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Creative Court Dance “Spread the
Wings of the Phoenix: Chunaengjimu”

Kim, Heyja
Major in Dance Performance
Dept. of Dance Science

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This paper is an analytical study on the creative court dance “Spread the
Wings of the Phoenix: Chunaengjimu,” which is a modern expression of the
creation process of “Chunaengjeon” with the form of dance drama, the
masterpiece of the royal court dance of the Joseon Dynasty.

The above work selects the main dance movements of “Chunaengjeon,”
which is the basis of the dance performance of the royal court, creatively
reinterprets the meaning of each dance movements and represents them with a
modern sense. The purposes of this paper are to seek the understanding of the
work and take a view of the possibility of creative court dance by analytically
examining the format and structure, the way of expression, the composition of
stages as music, costume, and lighting of the work.

The term “Jeongjae,” meaning “offering all talents,” is used today as a
synonym for royal dance. Records concerning Jeongjae are found in Goryeosa

Akji and Akhakgwebeom, and details of the performance are described in detail
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in “Uigwe,” “Dobyeong,” and “Jeongjaemudoholgi” made at various events such
as “Jinyeon,” “Jinchan,” “Jinha,” etc.

In particular, “Jeongjaemudoholgi” contains the array diagram of dances
held at various events, the process of dance including dance movement,
accompaniment music and Changsa. The work compares, analyze, reinterprets
and represent the Holgi from a modern perspective, recorded in Gyesa—nyeon
Holgi, Gapo-oe—jinyeon Holgi, Sinchuk-oe-jinyeon Holgi, Sinchuk-jinyeon
Holgi, Sinchuk—jinyeon—hoejak Holgi, and Sinchuk—-mudong Holgi etc. edited in
the “Jeongjeumudoholgi”.

The Chunangjeon, which became the subject of the work, is being told
that Crown Prince Hyomyeong directly created to celebrate his mother Queen
Sunweon’s 40th birthday at the reign of King Sunjo in the late Joseon Dynasty.
The premiere of the Chunaengjeon was held at the Yeongyeongdang Hall in
Changdeokgung Palace on an early summer day in 1828 (June 1 by lunar
calendar). This work is a dance drama to show the process that Prince
Hyomyeong write Chunaengjeon and dedicates it to his mother.

This work consist of four chapters including the prologue and epilogue. In
the prologue, it is suggested that Crown Prince Hyomyeong is dedicating the
dance to to Queen Sunweon as his mother. In Chapter 1, “Spread the wings of
the phoenix,” Prince Hyomyeong walks through the royal garden and makes his
own moves such as “Isugojeo,” “Hoeran,” “Biri,” and “Sayeger”. In Chapter 2,
“Like a Petal Falling on the Flowing Water,” Prince Hyomyeong's alter ego
comes out and performs the dance movements of Chun aengjeon such as
Isugojeo, Sayeger, and Biri. In Chapter 3, “Leaving Your Body Like Hovering in
the Water,” Prince Hyomyeong's alter ego dances to each other at a faster
tempo, and dances such as “Hyangseopjokdo,” “Biri,” “Nakhwayusu,” “Hoeran,”
and “Taptapgo”. In Chapter 4, “The Day the Petals Danced,” the completed
Chunaengjeon is announced by “Yeoryeong,” the woman dancer, and in the
epilogue, Prince Hyomyeong is polite to his mother Queen Sunweon.

In this work, the choreographer tried to reinterpret and represent the main
dance movements of the Chunaengjeon creatively through the alter ego of Prince

Hyomyeong. Fach dance move was developed into a variety of movements, but
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the conceptual moves contained in each dance term were not, in principle,
compromised. In addition, she tried to represent the freedom of today’s modern
society by emphasizing dynamics, breaking away from the regularity of the royal
court.

In this paper, Chapter 1 introduced problem-raising and research methods
of the study, Chapter 2 examined the historical background of royal court dance
“Jeongjae” and “Chunaengjeon”, a repertory of royal court dance, in relation to
the work above. In Chapter 3, it is looked at the format and structure,
expression, composition of music, costumes for performers, and stage progression.
Chapter 4 also provides a detailed analysis of the intentions and composition of
each chapter of the work. Final chapter describes the possibility of creative court
dance based on research on the above work.

The creative court dance, “Spread the Wings of the Phoenix
Chunaengjimu,” which has become the subject of research in this paper, is
considered to suggest another possibility of royal court dance. There have been
several attempts to make creative court dance, but it is not activated yet. It is
thought that there will be many attempts to produce creative court dances so
that various movements of royal court dance can meet the emotions of modern

people. In that sense, the work above is a new attempt.

[Keyword] Jeongjae, royal court dance, creative court dance, Jeongjeumudoholgi,

dance movement, Chunaengjeon, Hyomyeong Crown Prince
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