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{Abstract}

Study on the feminism shown in the literature and life of

Heo Nan-Seol-Heon

- In search for oneself in a closed society -

Kim Jong-Soon
Department of Korean Language
and Literlature Graduate School,

Hansung University, Seoul, Korea

Through this thesis on a fcmale writer, Ileo Nan-Seol-Heon(3 34 &),
who lived in the age of Chosun Dynasty, I have tried to investigate the
feminism implicated in her litcrature and lifc. I should confess that in
a scarch for a female writer who had lived 400 years ago and survived
only a short lifc of 27 years, it was unavoidable to make some assumptions
and rcasoning in analyzing her life and literatures. However, it is also
true that I did my best to look up all the related books and materials
which were available, for valid verifications and maximum inspections
on her scholarly works, thinkings, and life itself, as well as those of people
around her in that age.

I also have investigated on the thoughts and ideas in common

among thc thrce men - her elder brother Heo Bong(# &), younger



brother IIco Kyun(# it), and her tecacher Lee Dal(°|¥), who are
nossibly considered to have most influenced on life and the world of
Nan-Seol-Heon. They were the people of humanistic spiritualism
who had put more valuc on the respcct for human beings and did
their best to overcome the structural contradictions of their society,
a Confucian one. They also share common features in the sense that
they had insubordinate personality with clear recognition on human
frcedom.

It is assumablc that the thoughts and works of Nan-Seol-Heon
had shaped up under their influences. Under this assumption, I have
tricd to reveal how Nan-Scol-Ilcon dcalt with her idea of humanism
and thc thirstiness for {rcedom, and how she recognized on being a
woman in such a closed socicty, through her lifc and literature. In
the analysis of "Three Resentments (-:12)” 1 tried to show that how
Nan-Scol-IIeon had rcacted against social contradictions and sexual
discriminations through her married life, which had been known
unhappy, in a male-centered society. At the same time, I searched
for the possibility that she had committed suicide from the facts
that shc had predicted her death in her poem "Sicham(A]#)” and
shc had died young in the age of 27 years old. llowever, even
though many bibliographic materials helped to reveal that she had
suffcred from deep alicnation and despair as a woman, a mother, a
wifec and a daughter-in-law in a confucian family, any of these
“referecnces makes no comments on ‘her suicide.” Therefore, any
possibility on her suicide will only be dealt as a form of recasoning.

In the later part, based on the above investigation on her thoughts



and short but suffered life, I have studied the feministic elements
found in her life and literaturc.

The feminism shown in her life is best induced into the two
major clements. That is, a possibility that she tried to escape from
a closed world by killing herself. Another onc i1s that she tried to be
equal to men by writing Chinese poetry, which was one of exclusive
poSSessions of men at that time.

To summarize the feministic ideas rooted in her literature, first,
she took paradoxical effects by emphasizing tragedy of being women
in a male-centered society. Sccond, she tricd to overcome the limit
of becing women in such a society by making defiant challenges
towards thc cxclusive world of men. For example, she satirized
laziness and violence of the elite males and wrote on the female
abuscs by them. Also in many writings, she tried to express her
political intercsts and opinions, which werc tabooed for womenk in

that socicty. Third, she expressed her feministic ideas through

rccognizing the structural contradictions of the society. She pointed

out the facts that the women in the society could not manage their
lives subjectively and that their lives only depended on other
pcople’s decisions. In the writing on the life of a court maid, who
was destined to live in a closed court and suffered from the strict
regulations she depicted the lives of women at that time who were
suffered from the male-centered traditions and confucian bandages
of the socicty. At the same time, through her interests in
low-classcd women who were double-suffering by their destined

noverty Nan-Scol-Ilcon deepened and broadened her recognition on
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the feminism from her own life into the understanding of other
womecen.

On the conclusion, Nan-Scol-Hecon was a outstanding and talented
woman who had rcalized the structural contradiction in the society
and had sheer rccognition on the unjust trcatments against women
in her times. She must have been a outcast of the socicty. Since
the socicty did not tolcratc her thoughts and writings, 1t was
unavoidable that shc became a victim herself in that male-centered
socicty. Thoughts and litcraturcs of Nan-Scol-1lcon, who could not
have but lived a tragic lifc due to her scxuality even though she
was a talented writer with a defiant spirit and sheer recognition of

frccdom, should be re-interpreted through the idcas of modern

feminism.
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