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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Perception of Reality Shown in the

Novel of Intellectuals during the Liberalization Period

Kim, Sun Wook
Major in Korean Language & Literature
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature

Graduate School, Hansung University

This study aims to research into the perception of reality shown
in the novel of intellectuals during the Iliberalization period.
‘Liberalization period novel of intellectuals’ refers to the novel that was
created from the period of liberation to the outbreak of the Korean
War and revealed the critical mind of the social problems through the
protagonist who was an intellectual. In addition, ‘perception of reality’
is a result of an author’s understanding of the real reality. In other
words, it refers to the reality that the author refracted what he/she
conceived in the novel. So the novel of intellectuals can be seen as the
type of novel in which the perception of reality on the liberalization
period is well shown. It's because the intellectual protagonist is very
closely related with the author who is the subject of the novel creation
in that the novel of intellectuals is characteristic of self-experience
embodiment.

In the body, Chapter II classifies the liberalization period novel of

intellectuals from three perspectives and looks at the novelistic

-8 -



embodiment of the liberalization period shown in the individual works.
The three perspectives presented here are analytical methods to
understand the liberalization period from historicity, politicity, and
dailiness. The novelistic works attempting to wunderstand the
liberalization period in connection with the colonial period are classified
as the novels of historical perspective; the works seeing the
liberalization period as the ideological conflict space as the novels of
political perspective; and the works focusing on the daily lives of the
intellectuals during the liberalization period as the novels of day-to—day
perspective.

In the body, Chapter III focuses on the conflict patterns that the
perception of reality shown in the type of novel classified in Chapter II
1s most prominent. As a result, the participation of intellectuals and the
conflict of reflection are shown in the novel of intellectuals from a
historical perspective. The conflict between the left and right ideology
1s prominent in the novel of political perspective and some works
reveal worries on the social integration methods going beyond the
limits of ideology. There is a conflict between the expectation of ideal
liberation existed before the period of liberation and the frustration that
they had experienced and felt themselves during the liberalization
period in the novels of day-to—day perspective.

Such a process of perceiving the reality of the liberalization period
through the intellectual protagonist’'s eye is expected to be helpful to
complete the overall map of the perception of reality shown in the

novels depicting the liberalization period.
Keywords: Liberalization period, perception of reality, novel of the

intellectuals, historicity, politicity, dailiness, participation, reflection,

ideology, expectation, frustration
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