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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Cultural Characteristics and Floor
Plan Composition of Housing Spaces
in Korea and China

Zhang, Xian—zhe
Major in Interior Design
Dept. of Media Design

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study focuses on the analysis of differences in culture,
economic development, and market demand for housing in Korea and
China, as well as differences in housing space design between the two
countries. We analyzed the characteristics of Korean and Chinese housing,
including efficiency in space utilization and modern living convenience. At
the same time, we studied how these characteristics reflect each social
value and lifestyle and are used as important factors in studying urban
development and cultural differences between the two countries. The
conclusions of this study are as follows.

First, Korea's housing policy is focused on supplying public housing

and meeting the demand of middle- and low—income households. The

_74_



government has invested significantly in  housing planning and
construction to address urban housing shortages and high housing costs.
On the other hand, China's housing policy reflects rapid urbanization and
economic growth.

Second, cultural and social factors played an important role in the
architectural design of houses in Korea and China. In China, traditional
cultural values and social structures influence the design of architectural
spaces and emphasize the connection between family and community.
Meanwhile, Korean residential architectural design places greater emphasis
on personal space and privacy. Modern housing design in Korea tends to
favor simple, practical styles that emphasize the independence and
comfort of personal space, which largely reflects the importance Korean
society places on individualism and a modern lifestyle.

Third, Korean homes tend to focus on more independent functional
zones, such as independent kitchens and living rooms, and the integration
of modern design and technology. These design differences reflect the
cultural differences and lifestyle differences between the two countries in
housing space planning. Chinese home design focuses more on
functionality and social space. This shows the interest in family and
community in Chinese culture and the need for effective use of space.

Fourth, the comparison of housing space in Korea and China shows
significant differences in planning between the two countries. Korean
house design focuses on a straight floor plan and emphasizes
south—facing lighting, and the arrangement of the living room and
bedroom emphasizes warmth and lighting. In comparison, spaces in China
usually revolve around the living room, which is the center of family
activities, and more attention is paid to the use of public space.

These differences in design concepts reflect not only the lifestyle and

cultural differences between the two countries' residents, but also the
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diversity of urban planning and architectural design. An in—depth analysis
of these differences provides new perspectives and inspiration for urban

development, cultural exchange, and architectural design.

[Key Words) Korean Residential Culture, Chinese Residential Culture,

Housing History, Comparative Research, Housing Space
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