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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Security Environment of Korea Peninsula
and ROK-US Combined Exercise - Training

Park, Jeung—Hyun

Major in Security Policy

Dept. of Security Policy

Graduate School of Defense Science

Hansung University

The purpose of this thesis is to present the direction of development
of ROK-US combined exercise - training, focusing on the relationship
between the domestic and foreign security environments(International
factors, Northeast Asia and Korean Peninsula, and domestic factors). The
key content of this thesis is to present the direction of “How should
ROK-US combined exercise - training develop when looking at the
domestic and foreign security environments in the future?” In order to
present the direction of development, this thesis summarizes the changes
and security environment of the ROK-US combined exercise - training
from the Korean War in 1953 to 2021.

This thesis viewed international elements of the security environment,
elements around Northeast Asia and the Korean Peninsula, and domestic
factors as factors influencing ROK-US combined exercise - training. In

addition, by deriving the main factors for each element for each regiment,
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the connection between the scale of the ROK-US combined exercise -
training and the period change was examined.

International factors directly affected the ROK-US combined exercise -
training when the area where major issues occurred was adjacent to the
Korean Peninsula. Otherwise, it had an indirect effect. Most of the
elements around Northeast Asia and the Korean Peninsula and domestic
factors directly affected it.

When looking at the future security environment, the hegemonic
competition between the U.S. and China, an international factor, will
have a direct impact on the Korean Peninsula. and The North Korean
nuclear issue, an element around Northeast Asia and the Korean
Peninsula, will force South Korea into a dilemma.

In the past, even during the post—Cold War period, North Korea's
nuclear development forced South Korea into a dilemma. At that time,
South Korea chose to talk to North Korea while weakening the ROK-US
combined exercise * training.

In this dilemma, I presented my opinion on what kind of choice
Korea makes is a profitable decision.

In conclusion, with the growing influence of the U.S., an ally, and the
completion of North Korea's nuclear development, the ROK-US
combined exercise - training should be developed in a way that can
respond to North Korea's nuclear weapons and strengthen the Korea-U.S.
alliance.

Finally, this study had many restrictions on military security and
political issues. And it was difficult to reflect the ongoing problems in
real time. Still, research should be continued so that the Korea-U.S. joint
exercise can develop in a direction that contributes to the national

interest.

[(Key words] combined exercise, combined training, security environment
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