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ABSTRACT

A Study on Cleopatra’s Make-up and Hair-style

- Focused on Cleopatra movies between 1946 and 1999

Kim, yun-jeoung

Maior in Makeup Art
Department of Beauty Art
Graduate School of Art

Hansung University

Ancient Egypt had quite advanced beauty techniques in
various areas including makeup, skin care and hair-style and its
beauty skill was in the heyday during the period of Queen
Cleopatra. Not only in the past but also in today after around 2000
years, Cleopatra is called as the symbol of beauty and she is being
reproduced in contemporary trendy makeup. Thus, the present study
examined Cleopatra’ s makeup and hair-style.

Historical materials on Cleopatra are merely a small number of head
statues, reliefs and coins, and the images on even these objects area just
assumed to be Cleopatra. Relatively clear images of Cleopatra were
created by artists in later ages and they, under the social and cultural
influence of their days, describe Cleopatra differently from her original
appearance.

Thus the present study selected four movies that represent the image
of Cleopatra among many films between 1946 and 1999 that

interpret and describe Cleopatra in various looks, and examined the



mak-eup and hair-style of Cleopatra in the movies based on
historical materials and the temporal and cultural background of the
films.

The four movies selected were one starring Vivian Lee in 1946, one
starring Sophia Loren in 1953, one starring Elizabeth Taylor in 1963 and
one starring Leonor Varela in 1999.

Because Cleopatra, who was a Greek, was enthroned as the queen of
Egypt, she attached importance to Egyptian religions in order to rule
the people and particularly struggled to be goddess Isis with absolute
power. What is more, in the international situation, Egypt had
maintained a close relation with Rome from the past until the day of
Cleopatra’ s reign. Thus, Cleopatra’ s makeup and hair-style show
various origins including Egypt, Greece and Rome compositely.
Uraeus symbolizing sovereignty and goddess Isis and many other
emblems such as eagle, bull’ s horn and solar disk were used in
dresses, crowns and accessories.

Goddess Isis that Cleopatra tried to imitate ruled the country
affluently, exercised powerful magic, saved her son from the evil and
enthroned as the ruler, and was worshipped as the ideal mother and
wife. The image of Isis was highly appealing to Cleopatra who desired
to govern the world as a unified kingdom with her love. The strong
image of Cleopatra revived as a trend in the 1960s when women’ s
participation in society was encouraged and active and strong women
were preferred in the contemporary world.

The images of Cleopatra in the four films have a common point in
that they were based on historical materials, but still each of them was
largely influenced by the producer’ s intention or the situation when the

movie was made.



Cleopatra acted by Vivian Lee is a character who grows into a
strong ruler by the help of Caesar, and Cleopatra acted by Sophia
Loren is a seductive woman of a strong character. Cleopatra by
Elizabeth Taylor and one by Leonor Varela are all epic dramas focused
on delivering historical facts, but Cleopatra by Elizabeth Taylor uses
various gorgeous costumes and properties to describe Cleopatra with
enormous power as Isis the goddess of fertile Egypt while Cleopatra by
Leonor Varela is described as rather a simple human with diverse
characters who is diplomatic, shrewd, sometimes generous and
sometimes cruel, affectionate to her child and passionate to her love.

In the four movies reproducing Cleopatra in different images, the
queen is expressed to be weak or strong using makeup, hair-style,
accessories, etc. or using makeup, hair-style and dress style that
were in fashion when the movies were made.

Social and cultural influences on Cleopatra’ s makeup and
hair-style in the movies can be drawn out through analyzing
historical materials related to Cleopatra and the background and
fashions during the time when the movies were produced and, by
removing such influences, we may be able to analyze makeup and

hair-style closer to the real image of Cleopatra in history.



