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ABSTRACT

The Korean Traditional Aesthetic ‘Life Theory’ Reflected in the
Creative Korean Dance Genre Changjakchum
- Centering Around Repertoires of ChangMu Dance Company -

Kim, Jee-Young
Department of Dance
Graduate School of Arts
Hansung University

This study examines the characteristic of the traditional aesthetic
consciousness through analysis and theoretic contemplation of the
currently performed Changjakchum, creative Korean dance genre, to
realize the traditionalism in the Korean art, and to grope for a goal
toward which the Korean dance heads. Furthermore, this paper clanfies
several claims about Changjakchum as a genre, and ambiguous
definitions.

This thesis also reveals that Chae Hee-wan’s ‘Life Theory’ is the
most appropriate idea to explain the core aesthetics of Changjakchum.

Accordingly this paper presents the discovery of the core aesthetics and
prospective tasks, practically analyzing four dance pieces choreographed
by Changmuhoe (ChangMu Dance Company).

In Chapter 2, this paper analyzes current issues on concepts of
Changjakchum and suggests theoretical foundation in order to define this
creative Korean dance genre.

In the 1970s when Changjakchum appeared, in which a radical
popularism arose such as self-confidence through rapid economic growth
and communal culture movement, and consequently these changes were
actively developed into the booms of the Korean studies for enlightening

national identity and activities of seeking for Korean culture. In this
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social change, the Korean dance formerly praising format and techniques
began to do explosive creative activities, consciously accepting communal
consciousness and social problems. This could be a factual and formal
foundation for distinguishing the period of Changjakchum from that of
New-dance genre in the Korean art trend, and this paper clarifies this
through theoretical basis such as the changes in performance style and
materials in that period.

In Chapter 3, Chae Hui-wan’s ‘Life Theory’ is thoroughly examined
as a central idea of traditional aesthetics in Changjakchum. Chae’s theory
constitutes the core of Korean traditional value, dissolves in people’s
mind and entertainment from the communal rituals, which is was
originated from Kim Ji-ha’s ‘Life Theory’, Korean traditional Donghak-
thought, and Haewol thought.

This thesis provides the evidences of how Chae’s theory is dissolved
into a Korean art form, and examines how this ideology has flown down
in the Korean dance in general, especially in Changjakchum.

In chapter 4, this paper does a practical study for how the ‘Life
Theory’ takes a form in the trends of creative art forms, through the
analyses of the repertories of Changmuhoe, which did a leading role in
making Korean dance creation with the radical concept change in the
1970s.

In conclusion, through the study of the social consciousness and the
Korean traditional esthetic consciousness which the Korean dance
creation has, that is through the theoretical study of the ‘Life Theory,’
this paper tries to make a foundation for the Korean dance to identify
itself as one modern dance genre, with which everybody could agree in
any stage in the world, like Japanese Buto or Pina Baushi's Tanz
Tteatre.
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