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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Chinese Poems Written by
Yeonganwi Hong Joo—won

Lee, Sang—Woo
Major in Korean Literature

Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This thesis aims to examine the life of Yeonganwi (GkZff) Hong
Joo—won (##¥ic: 1606-1672), one of the sons—in—law of King Seonjo
(Eif) in the Joseon Dynasty, and the characteristics of the poems he
wrote in Chinese.

In the early Joseon Dynasty, when selecting the king's sons—in—law,
persons from low social status and class were selected so that they would
not be bound by their status. In addition, the selection of a person as
the king’s son—in—-law means that he is permanently severed from the
possibility to realize the ideal of Confucian scholars called ‘Su—gi—chi—in’

(B2 ¥5 A: Cultivate oneself first to govern others) in that he cannot
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participate in political affairs anymore, while high status and material
wealth are guaranteed. For this reason, the king’s sons—in-law often led
an indolent life, and naturally, there were not many of them who left
cultural and literary achievements. However, in the time of King Seonjo’s
reign, the conventional criteria to select royal sons—in—law changed, and
they must be outstanding persons with an excellent literary talent too.
Hong Joo—won was also well recognized for his literary competence in
his time and in the generations to come. Nevertheless, no full-scale study
of his literature has been carried out up to now. Therefore, this study
focuses on Hong Joo—won, who was the king's son—in—law and at the
same time showed extraordinary talent in Chinese poetry, and continued
with his creativity for the rest of his life.

Prior to the analysis of his work, this study considers his life, his
relationship with his teachers, and his friendship in order to understand
the literary background of the Chinese poetry he wrote. Regarding his
life, this study examines in more detail by supplementing partially known
facts with records that were scattered around. Regarding the relationship
with his teachers, this study does not simply make conclusions based on
the records of the people of the time, but tries to compare and analyze
the works of Lee Jeong—gwi (Z34$E) and Kim Ryu (£i#E), who are
known as Hong Joo—won’s teachers, to find out the degree of influence
and affinity. Next, in order to examine the relationship that had a
literary influence on Hong Joo—won besides the teacher—disciple
relationship, this paper discusses some of the figures with whom he
interacted.

For a more specific and vivid view of Hong Joo—won’s Chinese poems,
this study divides his works into the public aspect of his life as the
king’s son—in—law and the aspect as a poet and individual. First, there

are farewell poems G2AIFF) and elegies (#45%), which are genres of
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Chinese poetry he had to write for formal occasions due to his status of
the king's son—in—law. The farewell poems are composed of objective
information and formal suggestions without revealing the personal
evaluation of the person’s appointment as there was no personal
acquaintance with the person. Yet the poems shows efforts to secure
novelty and distinction by appropriately selecting and combining these
aspects to avoid becoming cliché. Elegies can be categorized by the object
of mourning, and it is unique in that there are many elegies about
women and people who are not generally seen as socially successful and
renowned figures.

Regarding the works that depicted Hong Joo—won himself as a poet
and individual, this study focuses on his self-consciousness and
self-image to look into how his inner self is portrayed in his poems. His
self-consciousness was generally negative. One aspect was loneliness.
Sometimes he withdrew into solitude, and sometimes expressed his
loneliness in the form of longing for someone. This could be an act of
accepting loneliness, and sometimes he coped with loneliness by
interacting with others through the medium of flowers or alcohol. Other
aspects of his negative self—consciousness were self—depreciation and
fatalistic outlook on life. It is an attitude that stems from the limitation
that his status is bound to continue without the possibility of social or
political achievement as a Confucian scholar. This attitude continued
throughout his life, as he recognized that there was no possibility of
overcoming the gap between his ideal and reality on his own. Hence, he
revealed his intention to live in seclusion amid nature’s scenery, and
sometimes tried to escape reality by resorting to alcohol. Behind this
tendency is a self-deprecating consciousness that regards himself as an
ordinary man who has achieved nothing. As an expression of this

self-abasement, he came to write works based on a fatalistic outlook on
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the world. Basically, his poetry was motivated by dissatisfaction with
reality such as hardships and anxieties he suffered. In particular, such
thoughts were expressed when he was faced with situations that were
difficult to overcome through personal strength, such as the impossibility
to get appointed to a government office, the predicament he was in,
illness, the problem of death. These series of events were all conflicts
caused by external factors, and a fatalistic point of view intervened in the
process of acknowledging and accepting them. This was part of a way to
get away from the situations for a while to comfort himself or
temporarily avoid the conflicts. The incidents were not easy to solve,
causing him to feel helpless, which led to a calm tone in the poetry. He
also took a passive and contemplative stance without showing a positive
will to overcome them.

This thesis is an analysis of the life of Hong Joo—won, the son—in—law
of the king and a talented man of letters who left over 2,000 Chinese
poems, and the characteristics of his poems. This study confirms that in
terms of being a person in the King Seonjo’s reign, when the criteria to
select king's sons—in—law became stricter, or in consideration of the
literary prowess, Hong Joo—won was a man who was talented enough to
dispel the preconceived notions and prejudices that there are no

outstanding figures among king's sons—in—law.

[(Keywords]
Hong Joo—won (JAE70), king’s son—in—-law (&), Bumadowi (Bt F5&BfR:
king’s son—in—law), Yeonganwi GkZ ), Muhadang (#Ef[%), the 17th

century, formality (G&i&M), self—consciousness
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