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B ABSTRACT

Study on Comparing Korean woman’s opera with

Japanese Takarazuka opera

Choi, Min-yi

Major in Classical Literature

Dept. of Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School of

Hansung University

This thesis started from the reflective perspective of seeking
the direction in which a more future-oriented Korean woman’s
opera would develop through comparing Korean woman'’s opera
with Japanese Takarazuka opera. As examined in the above it is
undeniable that some things were reflectively pointed out. Now it
tries to summarize them one by one, indicate the factors for the
decline of the Korean woman’s opera, and present the direction in
which the drama will generally develop accordingly.

First, it is true that Korean woman'’s opera troupe absolutely
lacked those with ability to make Chang(the part sung in pansori).
At that time it can be said to be one example which directly shows

the factor for which Korean woman'’s opera circles had no choice
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but to walk the way of decline.

Secondly, too many Korean woman’'s opera troupes
capitalizing on popularity divided limited performance manpower and
the vacancies were filled with unskillful research students who had
not been ready to appear on the stage yet, which resulted in
decreasing Korean woman’s opera itself in quality.

Thirdly, another factor is lack of repertoire as examined in the
earlier comparison of works. Even though the popularity of the
Korean woman's opera had spread day by day, a majority of
troupes failed to be absorbed in creating a new work as a result of
focusing on the encores of their popular works and finally to
develop various repertoires. First, the materials for most of works
were borrowed from traditional narratives and folktales, while their
motives did not get out of the simple repertoire of 'love’.

Fourthly, this can rather be indicated as a positive aspect of
the Korean woman's opera. That is, it did not make any difference
in its hero’s sex, that is, the division into man and woman. It
means that beyond the limitation accompanied with the development
of the opera where its hero should be supported at the center of
the work the Korean woman’s opera can develop far more various
repertoires and freely develop the performances suitable to them.

Fifthly, it can be indicated that the drama lacked educational
qualitative support like Takarazuka Musical School shown in the

talent cultivating system of the Takarazuka Opera Troupe.
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Neglecting the cultivation of juniors the drama relying on some
popular Korean woman’s opera women did not succeed to its
golden age and lost its audience’s love buried in the boom of
Korean films without any support from the nation or the companies.

Unlike Japan with a strong sense for succeeding to old things
we accept a new trend rapidly and neglect the importance of our
traditional culture. Thus, the Korean woman’s opera which ruled
one generation supported and loved absolutely by the populace at
one time is removed from their memories buried in the flow of a
new trend called 'a film’.

Like in the above, for Korean woman’s opera and Japanese
Takarazuka opera, I explored what they have in common and the
differences between them. In particular, I devoted a somewhat
greater deal of space to highlighting the differences. And
regrettably, inactivity of the Korean woman’s opera was once
again confirmed in this thesis.

However, here, we can point out the possibility of the Korean
woman’s opera in one aspect. As mentioned earlier a hero in the
opera work was constructed focusing on man, whereas that in the
drama was freer in sex.

Since Japanese Takarazuka performance system is constructed
centering on the top stars playing the role as men, almost all
heroes in the work are men except in special cases. In contrast to

it Korean woman’'s opera does not distinguish a hero from a
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heroine. In the situation that the opera finely overcame the formal
limitations accompanied with the limit to a hero by ’idealizing the
role as a man extremely’, the drama will be able to achieve an
excellent performance in an aspect other than the opera if it used
its own Individuality somewhat more positively and developed

various repertoires fit for a hero and a heroine.
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