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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Improvement in Archival
Arrangement System of the Sisters of the Blessed

Korean Martyrs

Kim, Hyo—Jin
Major in Archives & Records Management
Dept. of Library and Information Science

The Graduate School

Hansung University

It has been more than 200 vyears since Catholicism became a
precedent in Korea. In the meantime, the Korean Catholic Church has
produced and preserved many records through 16 dioceses, multiple
monasteries, and individual believers' religious activities. Among them, the
records of monasteries are records that indicate the nature of each
monasteries along with the life of the consecration, so they play a very
important role not only in monasteries but also in church records.

The Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs, the subject of this study,
was founded in Kaesong in 1946. Celebrating the 76th anniversary of its
founding in 2022, the convent has produced and preserved records for
years. However, the current classification system of the Sisters of the
Blessed Korean Martyrs archives does not reflects the context and

provenance, which is essential to records classification, making it difficult
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for users to find and understand records. In the end, these problems
made it impossible to properly utilize the value of the records.

The study aims to systematically organize the archives by reflecting the
characteristics and structure of the Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs
and improve the archival arrangement system so that users can discover
records and understand the context of records. The existing classification
criteria of the archives of the Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs, such
as subject, function, provenance, and media format, were not clear and
mixed. In order to improve the arrangement system of the archives of the
Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs, this study conducted a literature
review, survey on the management and classification of archives and
content analysis of applications for user data loan permission. Data
analysis was carried out using a bottom-up and top—down approach.
Through the top—down method, the regulations and guidelines of
Catholic  records were investigated to derive three categories of
characteristics and classification criteria of Catholic records: function,
organization, and subject. As a bottom—up method, six study participants,
consisting of members of the monastery, analyzed 141 applications for
"data loan permission’, which are currently documented loan evidence
documents of the Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs.

As a result of content analysis, a total of 1,648 keywords were
extracted, and a system of organizing file structures under a total of 22
archival groups (groups) and 68 archives (series) was derived through
classification and categorization. As a result of comparing the proposed
arrangement system with the existing classification systems, it was
modified and supplemented by deriving new classes, changing classes and
hierarchical level (depth), and reclassifying the overlapping classification.

This study is meaningful in that it proposed an arrangement system
that can reflect the hierarchical and collective order of the archives of the
Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs. The proposed arrangement system
attempted to facilitate access and use of archives in the Sisters of the
Blessed Korean Martyrs, with respect to the provenance and original

order, In the future, based on the arrangement system proposed in this
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study, the archival description and authority control supporting access
should be carried out. In addition, the results of this study can be used
as preliminary data for developing finding aids which allow better access

to the archives in the Sisters of the Blessed Korean Martyrs.

[Keywords] Religious records, Archives, Arrangement systems,

monasteries, content analysis, search guide, classification
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