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ABSTRACT

A Study on the direction of development of South
Korean Military GEOINT (Geospatial Intelligence)

Lee, Dong-Hee

Major in Security Strategy

Dept. of Security Strategy

Graduate School of Military Defense Science

Hansung University

Recently, South Korean Military, focusing in future information-oriented,
state—of-the—-art and science & technology, is considering geospatial
intelligence support ability to make it important part in the force
development and future intelligence force generation, while wide—area
UAV, SAR and LIDAR system is being introduced. All though, it is
discussed actively what GEOINT support system’s original purpose is
and operational concept of South Korean Military GEOINT Agency is
and a variety of development plans and blueprints are it is regretful
that the importance of GEOINT is looked over(advanced countries such
as U.S., UK., Japan have similar situation.)and the bond of sympathy
is not gained(In fact, many people does recognize the term ‘Geospatial
Intelligence’).

Whereas domestic industry—-education related organizations are
putting their effort into GEOINT industry so that they can possess an

initiative in the field against neighboring advanced countries because
GEOINT industry is a high value-added business, ROK Military cannot
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help but to accept negligence on GEOINT organizations related to
those industry—education of advanced nations, and reciprocity &
compatibility in the objective view. Accordingly, it is expected that it
can make subordinate relationship more and more under advanced
nations such as U.S. in GEOINT function in the society as well as
GEOINT system due to the gap of technology. Therefore, this paper
includes realities and issues on ROK Military GEOINT nowadays,
focusing on direction of development through examples of the U.S as
one of advanced nations in the field.

This material consists of the document mining and analying methods
by utilizing a volume of studies, reports and researches of Ministry of
National Defense and Army Headquarters. The result of direction of
ROK Military GEOINT is as follow. The lessons U.S Military gave
Korea Army are
First, Need to establish GEOINT committee as an national level
organization and participation of military. Secondly, Establishment of
doctrine customized in Korea Military environment. Third, Development
in equipment and technology to disseminate abundant GEOINT
images(as it's the fundamental factor). Lastly, requirement for education
in basic course as well as specialized course at branch school.

If the variety of ways are carried out actively, it can facilitate and
realize Korea Military GEOINT Development.
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