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ABSTRACT

A Study of Nail Design Analysis through Cultural
Similarities and Differences in Nail Polishing in Korea,

China and Japan

Son, Jung Ah

Major in Beauty Color Design
Dept. of Beauty Art & Design
Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

The modern culture has contributed an economic development
after re-organized the unique cultural style of each country. In the
meantime, the manicure culture, which needs creative development, is
also significantly positioned in the globalization by taking the quality
improvement. According to the manicure culture becomes popular in the
global society, it is recognized to the trend of modern society without
distinction of sex or age, so that people wants to take the manicure
service of not only the basic thing in which an image of beauty
designed but also the technical one which is mainly treated the
gorgeous color and characterful design.

People all has personality, the culture differs with countries, the

country has an intrinsic color as its ethnicity, and the color is
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expressed based on the culture of country. For this reason, this
research was based on the geographical and historical neighboring
countries; Korea, China and Japan.

In this study, it was firstly analyzed the similarities and differences in
accordance with the cultural custom and the characteristic of those
countries. After that, this research shows that how its traditional color
and pattern 1s reflected into the nail design as the formative arts.

First, after studying the history of manicure, it was suggested a
color palette in order to know what kinds of color and expression
technique is reflected into nail design due to the color is the key point
for being stood out a design from the manicure, and then analyzed a
color pattern by taking the color system of NCS. Second, depending on
the sociocultural characteristic of each country, it was analyzed the
scale of color image preferred, moreover, how to be designed from
traditional patterns and then how to be used in one’s real life before
adapting for a nail design.

As the result of analyzing the traditional patterns adapted, it was
confirmed that there were many similarities in using plants and
animals patterns in Korea, China and Japan. Especially, in Japan, it
was found that lifestyle pattern was used sometimes for decorative
purposes. As for the color in Korea, it was confirmed that a nature
color was mostly preferred because of the nature adaptation trait as
well. The nature color was mainly used of middle and high brightness
or low and middle chroma. As for the architecture in Korea, a showy
color was remarkably used such as green and blue. In China, a red
and yellow color were usually used. Furthermore, it was seen that
strong color and blue color systems were significantly used as well
contrasted with natural color and opposite color. On the other hand, in

Japan, a dull color was used a lot like achromatic color and blue color
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system. As for the color of clothe, it was seen that there were often
contrasted with warn color in order to stand out the strong image. For
the above reason, it was confirmed that while similarities, there were
differences in the color and the pattern after being accepted influences
of cultural custom in Korea, China and Japan.

Considering the color of nail expression method, it was selected
the typical image of each country and then expressed it into nail
design together with color. As the result of this study, it was
confirmed that there were harmonized between the preferred color and
the traditional color in each country, in hence, it was naturally applied
into the nail design in which the design of traditional pattern stood
out.

In conclusion, the nail design is now requested an originality, an
unique color and a technique as well. What the main purpose and aim
1s to be naturally used the nail design in harmony with other part

even in a different point of view.

Key Words: manicure, color system of NCS, scale of color image,
traditional pattern, traditional color, nail design,

nail presentation method
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