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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Realties of Parents’ Participation in

Elementary School Lifelong Educational Program

Kim, Dong-cheol
Major in Educational Administration
Graduate School of Education

Hansung University

This study was intended to identify the realities of participation of
elementary school students’ parents in lifelong educational programs,
analyze its need and provide basic data for its activation. For this
purpose, it attempted to investigate the degree of parents’
participation in lifelong educational programs in elementary school,
the realities of participation, the motive for participation, the level of
satisfaction with it and the need for it according to background
variables(age, educational level, income and residence).

For the purpose of this study, the questionnaire research was
conducted by distributing 250 questionnaires to the parents of
students enrolled in one elementary school located in the urban and
town area of ‘N’ city, the mixed urban and rural city and in two
elementary schools located in the myon area. Of the returned
questionnaires, 209 ones which those experienced in participation in
school lifelong education offered were used as basic data for this
study.

As a result, the following findings were obtained:

First, an attempt was made to investigate the level of participation
in lifelong educational programs. As a result, 57.4% of the
respondents said that they had experiences in participation in the
lifelong educational program sponsored by the institutions other

than schools. The higher rate of participation in the urban and town
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areas illustrated that the educational and cultural conditions were
better than those in the myon area. The program in which they
participated most was about computer education. Most of the
respondents said that they spent less than the average income of
100,000won on lifelong education and did not want to spend an
excessive amount of educational expenses on it. They adopted
elementary, middle and high schools as most appropriate as the
lifelong educational institution, which indicates that it is very urgent
that all levels of school should activate lifelong education for
parents.

Second, an attempt was made to investigate the realities of parents’
participation in the lifelong educational program provided by
schools. It was found that the rate of participation in the
school-provided program in 2002 accounted for 453% of the total
programs in terms of frequency. Considering participants in multiple
programs, it was found to be low. Among other things, the relative
importance of computer education was shown to b 56.8%, a more
disproportionate phenomenon compared to 494% before 2002.
Therefore, it is urgent to develop a variety of lifelong educational
programs tailored to students’ parents.

The respondents showed a preference for the permanent system as
the form of participation, less than three months as the period of
operation per program, one to two hours as the time of education
per session, less than 30,000won as the educational expense per
program and 10 to 30 persons as the number of enrollees. It was
found that 752% of the total lifelong educational institutions
employed the outside instructor, which indicate the higher
proportion compared to 19.9% for school teachers.

Third, it was found that the motive for participation in
school-provided lifelong educational programs was in the ascending
orders of meeting self-development and intellectual needs,
information on children education, cultivation and hobby and

recreation which showed the comparatively even distribution. A
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majority of the respondents said that the level of satisfaction with
instructors and with the contents of the lifelong educational program
was moderate when asked about it. This implies that it is necessary
to secure excellent instructors and develop diverse and high quality
lifelong educational programs.

The respondents said that the reason for satisfaction with the
contents of the program was in the ascending orders of inner worth
and satisfaction, individual ability and quality. The reason for
dissatisfaction with the contents of the program was the poor
contents of and facilities for the program(55.0%) and the inadequate
time and cycle of education(33.8%). This suggests that it is necessary
to make efforts to extend facilities for the lifelong educational
programs and secure the propriety of educational time.

Fourth, an attempt was made to investigate the need for operation
of the school-provided lifelong educational program. 89.0% of the
respondents said that it was needed. When asked about the
intention of participation in the program, 97.6% of the respondents
said that they participated in it. It was found that they hoped that
in the facility for the lifelong educational program provided by
schools they would receive lifelong education from the invited
outside instructor with the low educational expense of less than
30,000won for one to two hours twice a week for less than three
months. 69.4% of the respondents said that it was necessary to
develop a diversity of lifelong educational programs and secure the
facility for them with a view to activating the school-provided
lifelong educational program. They showed the tendency to have the
highest preference for the basic, hobby and cultural education as
their wanted program. It was found that the programs in which
they wanted to take the highest part were in the ascending orders
of computer, children education and living English. They showed
the level of preference in the orders of computer, living English,
children education and breathing exercise in the urban area, whereas

they showed the level of preference in the orders of computer,
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children education, swimming, sports dance and the like. That is, it
was found that there was a difference in preference according to
residence. Therefore, it is necessary to take into consideration local
characteristics and preference in developing the school-provided

lifelong educational program.
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