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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Methods to Revitalize Elementary

School Library Collection Management

Lee, Su a
Major in Library and Information Science
Dept. of Library and Information Science

Graduate School, Hansung University

In today’s information-based society, emphasis is being placed on
creativity which can generate information and knowledge, and the need
for education innovation has become an issue so that school education
can cultivate human talents required by the society. Also, in the
fast-changing 21st Century, school library has seen its roles expanded
as the best place to support school education. That is, school library
has become the focus of attention as the school facility which, in
addition to providing character education through reading, can enable
self-initiated study through provision of various information and
resources and maximize effect of school curriculum through active
intervention in teaching-learning process. Thus, this study is intended
to suggest methods of revitalizing elementary school library collection
management in Korea in the future through comparative analysis of
policies and cases of domestic and overseas elementary school libraries.

This study surveyed policies and cases of elementary school libraries
in the US and Japan through literature survey on elementary school

library collection management and, in order to survey the status of
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elementary school library collection management in Korea, it conducted
questionnaire survey for 62 elementary school libraries in Seoul
receiving support from the "Good School Library project” in 2007.

In this study, the status of collection management in domestic
elementary school libraries can be summarized as follows:

First, with respect to library specialist personnel in surveyee schools,
715% of the libraries had librarian-cum-teachers while 80.0% had
librarians. This means that most libraries had librarians as temporary
employees.

Second, in the surveyee schools, average number of collection was
about 15,000 and average number of basic books per student was 21.6,
showing increase in collection. However, the survey showed little
audiovisual and electronic resources collection.

Third, 87.5% of surveyee school libraries failed to conduct collection
evaluation, of which 48.6% replied personnel shortage was the reason.

Fourth, 77.5% of surveyee school libraries conducted collection
discard and 64.5% discarded an average of 1,000 books or more a year.
And the main reasons for discard were damage and obsolescence of
contents, accounting for 31.9% respectively. Meanwhile, 54.5% gave
personnel shortage as the reason for failure to discard, accounting for
the highest percentage.

Based on comparative analysis of domestic and overseas elementary
school libraries in this study, the methods to revitalize elementary
school libraries in Korea are as follows:

First, current collection criteria has to be amended, complemented
and specified to secure an up-to—date collection.

Second, a realistic collection discard criteria has to be established so
that discarded materials can be selected objectively.

Third, public libraries’ support of school libraries has to be expanded
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to include audiovisual and electronic resources as well as school
curriculum-linked books.

Fourth, personnel shortage has to be overcome by utilizing collection
management-related support by public libraries.

A more planned and objective collection management policy than now
has to be established by clarifying criteria for collection and discard
thereof. With respect to shortage of audiovisual and electronic
resources and personnel, diverse formats of teaching-learning resources
have to be secured by obtaining support from public libraries, and
efficient elementary school library operation has to be achieved by
revitalizing collection management which has been ignored due to

personnel shortage.
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