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ABSTRACT

Structural Analysis of Hybrid Text

Kim, Young-Ho

Major in Visual & Digital Media
Communication

Dept. of Media Design

Graduate School, Hansung University

Human communication involves a complex use of wvarious signs,
which 1is increasingly evolving to incorporate the freer usage of
complex signs through media convergence based on digitalized
mediums. The hybridization in communication also appears in the area
of text, where different types of signs combine to form a new type of
text. This study prescribes the term “Hybrid Text” to this
phenomenon. Hybrid text is a holistic tool for communication created
through prepotency evolution. As such, it contains a duality where it
pursues individuality and uniformity at the same time, and includes
concepts such as non-linearity, amorphism, and diversity. Hybrid text
also presents a new method of expression which 1s unpredictable and
allows for a multitude of interpretations.

The purpose of this study is to understand the structure of hybrid
texts. So far, no previous studies have been done on the characteristics

of hybridization in the communication process. A structural analysis of
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hybrid text provides a basis on which we can estimate the effects and
value of hybridization in the context of increasing media convergence.

Media convergence and the emergence of new forms of media is an
on—going process, continuously developing and evolving. Such evolution
will continue in a faster pace while adding new complexities. Thus, a
study on the structure of hybrid text also allows us to predict and
prepare for the new types of media and texts that will emerge in the
future.

As there is a lack of existing literature on hybridization in the field
of communication, this paper uses a concept of ‘hybrid derived from
studies done in related fields such as semiotics, aesthetics, philosophy,
physics, and information theory. This concept, then, was applied to text
to formulate a foundational understanding of hybrid text.

Based on this understanding, this paper categorizes the structural
relationship amongst the elements of hybrid text in the following four
types: the combination of interchangeable heterogeneous elements, the
combination of correlations for prepotency evolution, the free and
unpredictable combination of elements, and the flexible combination of
media and content. The paper applies these four categories to analyze
specific cases.

The study results show that the external constituents of hybrid text
are the subject(or object), the agent of production, the agent of
interpretation, and the macro—context. Internally, hybrid text is
composed of four layers: the symbolic layer and text layer which
include the signifier(signifiant) and the signifed(signifié); the superficial
synthetic layer which integrates the symbolic and text layers; and the
semantic layer which expresses the meaning of the text. These internal
layers are connected by the intermediate medium and micro—context.

Based on these findings, the structure of hybrid text can be
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described as follows:

1. Hybrid text is the combination of heterogeneous elements resulting
from the inter—textuality arising in the communication process. The
combination of heterogeneous elements is not a sum of two different
elements containing individuality and unity, but a new type of
combination between similarthomogene) mediums and a holistic tool of
human expression.

2. Hybrid text is a result of prepotency evolution based on the
complementarity principle and the combination of correlations. In
particular, the juxtapositional mixture which appears in the correlational
structure explains the individuality and the unity amongst the elements
that constitute the hybrid text, and combines the strengths of the
different elements to develop into a more advantageous product.

3. The constituents of hybrid text come together in dynamic entropy.

The resulting structure is an unfixed combination of unpredictable
elements that can always disband and restructure. The always dynamic
and unstable form lends to a multitude of interpretations by increasing
the amount and diversity of information.

4. The relationship between the medium and content of hybrid text is
that of an unfixed, undetermined combination of flexible cooperation
and appears in diverse forms. The various hybrid texts formed through
these combinations expands the level of sensitivity in the
communication process. This in turn allows the agent of production
and the agent of interpretation to connect more intimately and thus,

increases the substantiality of the communication.
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