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ABSTRACT

A Bibliographical Study of the Manuscripts and
Published Editions of Pansori—based Novels
— Centered Around Chunhyangjeon, Simcheongjeon, Tokkijeon —

Lee, Ock—Seong

Major in Library and Information Science
Dept. of Library and Information Science
The Graduate School

Hansung University

The purpose of this paper is to study the characteristics of the
popular novel in the pansori—based novels of the late Joseon Dynasty to
modern Korea. To this end I studied the pansori—based novels’
transcription and publication background from a historic perspective, then
surveyed the current state of the manuscripts and published editions of
each novel and analyzed the bibliographical characteristics to classify the
series. I also did a comprehensive analysis of the pansori novels’
characteristics and changing aspects by time period, their regional
distribution and characteristics, and their visual aspects as shown in the
colored cover paintings and illustrations. The results of the study are as

follows.
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It has been confirmed that 180 types of 316 volumes of pansori
novels exist to this day. By novel there are 82 types of 117 volumes of
Chunhyangjeon, 57 types of 89 volumes of Simcheongjeon, 41 types of
50 volumes of Tokkijeon. Form—wise there are 117 types of 117 volumes
of manuscripts, 33 types of 70 volumes of woodblock type editions, 30
types and 129 volumes of shinyeon type editions. In terms of the written
letter, 151 types of 247 volumes were written in hangul, 24 types of 61
volumes were written in combined Korean and Chinese characters and 5
types of 8 volumes were written in Chinese characters. By classification 81
types of 102 volumes are changbon and wanpanbon, 29 types of 45
volumes are secheakbon and gyeongseongbon, 33 types of 98 books are
Okjunghwal Gangsangryeon/ Bullocho volumes, and 37 types of 71 volumes
remain that are not the Okjunghwa/Gangsangryeon/Bullocho volumes.

A comprehensive analysis of the pansori novels’ manuscripts and
published books showed the following results.

Firstly, pansori novels began to be adapted into story form from
pansori saseol, or words or story, and distributed starting from the
formative period (1860~ 1880s). Pansori novel manuscripts increased
while banggakbon and shinyeon type editions were published actively in
the developmental period (1880~mid—1920s), establishing pansori novels
as popular novels. In the period of decline (late 1920s~1940s), the
making and distributing of manuscripts and published books decreased
sharply. From the formative period, there are 7 types of 8 volumes of
Chunhyangjeon, 1 type of 1 volume of Simcheongjeon, 3 types of 3
volumes of 7okkijeon. Form—wise we can confirm that there remain 8
types of 8 volumes of manuscripts and 3 types of 4 volumes of
woodblock type editions. Chunhyangjeon transformed from the prose style
form into which it was adapted to a form with saseol and writing style

added, while Simcheongjeon and Tokkijeon only circulated manuscripts
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with changbon characteristics. From the developmental period there
remain 66 types of 155 volumes of Chunhyangjeon, 46 types of 74 books
of Simcheongjeon and 34 types of 43 books of 7okkijeon. Form-wise
there are 92 types of 92 volumes of manuscripts, 28 types of 58 volumes
of woodblock type editions and 26 types of 122 volumes of shinyeon
type editions. At this period Chunhyangjeon, Simcheongjeon, and
Tokkijeon were all steadily transcribed and published in changbon and
wanpanbon manuscript and woodblock type books. Works handed down
from the period of decline are Chunhyangjeon's 11 types of 22 volumes,
Simcheongjeon’s 10 types of 14 volumes, Tokkijeon's 4 types of 4
volumes. Form—wise there are 16 types of 16 volumes of manuscripts, 2
types of 8 volumes of woodblock type editions and 7 types of 16
volumes of shinyeon type edition. At this period usually manuscripts of
changbon and wanpanbon were transcribed.

Secondly, of the pansori novels 52 types came from Seoul, 24 types
from Jeolla—do, 10 types from Chungcheong—do, 9 types from
Gyeonggi—-do, 6 types from Gyeongsang—do and 2 types from
Gangwon—do. In Seoul, manuscripts and woodblock print editions of
sechaekbon and gyeongpanbon, as well as manuscripts of Okjunghwa,
Gangsangryeon, Bullocho in shinyeon type editions were made and
distributed. Jeolla—do usually produced and distributed manuscripts and
woodblock type editions of changbon and wanpanbon, Chungcheong—do
transcribed manuscripts of changbon and wanpanbon. Gyeonggi-do
usually  published woodblock type editions of sechaekbon and
gyeongpanbon, while Gyeongsang—do handed down many manuscripts of
changbon and wanpanbon.

Thirdly, shinyeon type edition pansori novels show the novel’s
characters and contents visually through colored cover paintings and

illustrations, inducing the readers curiosity and expectations and
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increasing the commercial value of the novel. Chunhyangjeon has 15
types of colored cover paintings, Simcheongjeon has 6 and Tokkijeon has
3, with the covers usually depicting a dramatic scene from the novel. As
for illustrations, Chunhyangjeon has 9 and Simcheongjeon has 4, with the
illustrations being either of scenes or characters.

Pansori novels were made and distributed in various forms such as
manuscripts, woodblock type editions, shinyeon type editions, among
others. They were also largely handed down as hangul versions and
adapted during transcription or publication to suit the readers’ tastes.
Hence, pansori novels of the late Joseon Dynasty and modern Korea are

popular novels that can be an entertaining read for all.

[Keywords] Pansori, Pansori—based Novels, Chunhyangjeon, Simcheongjeon,

Tokkijeon
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