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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Parents Mentoring Programs Supported

by Elementary School Libraries in Seoul

Kim, Hee Sook
Major in Library and Information Science
Dept. of Library and Information Science

Graduate School, Hansung University

Current knowledge-based society inevitably calls for further
expansion of public education’s qualities and its role, as it
emphasizes more of diversity and creativity.

To support the public education, it’s libraries should also
contain more of systemized and dynamic features. School libraries
educate through reading, and provides variety of data on
teaching—learning process, which is the core of public education
where allows students open and self-leading education. At the same
time public school libraries are becoming more valuable to
curriculum management.

The focus of the past was to basic infrastructure, expanding
library, placing librarians in school libraries, has been moving to the
current trend of providing variety of services to users; vitalizing the
library and its services and programs to use libraries effectively,
especially for the users.

Especially, parent mentoring program in public school library
for students from low-income families started partially due to the
assumption of economic and social status may have effect on
students.

Here, this study focused on and analyzed the mentoring program

_92_



for low income families practiced by Northern Seoul Metropolitan
Office of Education, and develop the program to become an opportunity
to vitalize the school library.

Parents mentoring programs from five Northern Seoul
elementary schools were analyzed from many different perspectives
for this research. Firstly analyzed current status of mentoring
program, interviewed mentor, mentee, and people in charge of these
programs, were surveyed, and homeroom teachers, after school
curriculum teachers were interviewed. Also the mentoring journals
by mentor were analyzed.

The outcome of this research of public school libraries’
mentoring is to be summarized as followed,

First, an act of allowing students from low-income families to
communicate with the world with interest.

Second, an effect way to improve reading skills for subject
children from low-income families.

Third, this could be expansion of service to alienated users of
school library.

Fourth, it contributes to vitalize the school library.

Fifth, attention and affection of the mentor will bring behavior
and attitude changes to subjected children.

Sixth, through diverse after-reading activities, other ways of
life can be experienced, and mentor-mentee relationship will be
improved.

Seventh, mentoring program’s undergoes difficulties iIn
following areas; professionalization of mentors, support of
after-reading materials, appropriate acceptance of mentees’ requests,
and strict time keeping of mentors. And reform or improvement
plans should be sincerely thought of and is being requested.

Lastly, this program’s development plans are feed backed by
professional education for mentors, magnification to the general

students, periodical meeting of mentors, book publication compiling
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with activity journal, and question survey after the activity.

Based upon this research, school library parent mentoring
program expands the role of school library, inviting the students
with any possibility of being alienated from the society to the
broader world by books. Eventually, this chance is to allow the
small communication started out with books bring changes to the

society and help to diffuse the social gap conflict in our society.
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