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ABSTRACT

The Development Direction for the National Defense
Organization of the Reunified Korea

Shin, Seung~Woo

Major in Division of

National Defence Management
Department of Business Administration
Graduate School of Business Administration

Hansung University

This paper outlines the future of reunified Korea and suggests
directions for military strategies and construction of military forces
under certain strategic circumstances. Although there is a slight
disagreement among the related scholars, the truth is that the
reunification of Korea will elevate its size and status to a much
higher level, which is why Koreans are looking forward to the
reuntfication, trying to make it happen as soon as possible.

In the midst of the rapid changes in the international situation
after the end of the Cold War, the Korean peninsula shows some
signs of changes towards the era of reconciliation and cooperation.

When it comes to the security of the reunified Korea, however,
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When it comes to the security of the reunified Korea, however,
the future may not be so bright; the country could face even
stronger challenges and threats thannow in near future. Therefore,
the reunified Korea must be prepared with autonomous power,
namely, military strength, to protect ourselves for the sake of the
prosperity of the country and the stability of the national status
among big neighboring countries.

Building military strength only to grapple with all the vaguely
predicted threats is not appropriate, in unifying Korean military
forces and determining their scale. Hence, it is very critical to
decide the type of military strength which will cope with the
predicted threats most efficiently, yet fitting the national power of
the reunified Korea.

Considering the strategic circumstances that the country will face,
its military strategy should be active defense ones. The
post-reunification threats will not be the same as the present ones,
for which the country must get fully prepared against military
threats of the neighboring nations and build up potentials to secure
its independent military capabilities. Additionally, the country ought
to focus upon "negative deterrence strategies,” on the level of
strategic prevention and rejection of wars, and "flexible response
strategies” and "active defense strategies,” a comprehension of the
defensive and the offensive.

The study first contemplated the structure aiming to build
military strength of the reunified Korea, the level of maintaining
standing forces, and the direction of building military power, in an
effort to fulfill military strategies. First off, as the direction for
building the military strengthof the reunified Korea, it suggested
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getting information power, super precise strategies and weapon
inducing tactics for wardeterrence, and defensive arms for such
weapon, control over commands and communicative capabilities, air
and marine operations to seizerights to provide ammunition and
rights to control the oceans, capabilities of executing three-
dimensional high-speed maneuver warfare, and research and
development competencies. All the above is to fulfill strategic
military strength by having strategic surveillance and battling skills
(missile, flights, submarines) step by step; flexible response
strategies by acquiring defensive powerto deal with the size of
foreseen attacks of invaders, the strategies of enemies, and battling
skills regarding tactical depth; and active defense strategies by
obtaining tactical surveillance abilities and power to hit the tactical,
strategic depth of the enemy.

For the standing force, one of the critical elements in building up
military strength to fulfill the military strategy of the reunified
Korea, approximately 400,000 people seems enough,within the range
of not provoking competition of the neighboring countries over
military costs, in consideration of geographically similar neighboring
nations, the level of threats to security, and the military power of
the neighbors, based upon the preparation with the most
sophisticated military forces and changes in the perception of
security. Suppose that the ratio of army to navy to air forces,
which militarily strong countries maintain, instead of focusing upon
land forces like now, is 60770 to 15720 (including the marine corps)
to 15720, the size of our military power looks good with 250,000
soldiers, 75,000 marines (including the marine corps), and 75,000

airmen.
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Last, in order to exercise its unified strength to get efficiently
prepared for more diversified local wars with smaller military force
and sophisticated ammunition systems, the military structure of
Korea should be changedtowards dividing the control and authority
into the superior and the lower class and streamlining the command
system by cutting unnecessary groups. This will be avery important
task the unified Korea ever faces, in the process of coping actively
vWith highly demanding strategic circumstances. Therefore, future
studies should continuously dig into this issue.

A glimpse of the national status or size of the reunified Korea
leads to the conclusion that, in order for Korea to become an
influential country in the 21% century, reunification must be realized.
An example of the unification of Germany, nevertheless, implies
that, if the unified Korea is equipped with its military power, weak
enough for its neighboring countries to threat its security, then
reunification will be just a pie in the sky. Thus, we have to take a
step forward the unification of Korea by studying how to have
military power strong enough to protect our country by ourselves,
not provoking other countries, and build a national defense
organization to take care of this efficiently.

Perhaps, this paper does not offer the best solution to the
national defense organization that the future Korea ought to
construct. However, even a small-scale study like this can make a
difference and change people’s way of thinking about the national
defense organization of the unified Korea. As well, it will encourage
further studies of the development direction for national defense to
efficiently cope with a new international order and strategic

circumstances that the reunified Korea will encounter.
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