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ABSTRACT

A Study on Teaching and Learning Methods of
Korean Literature for Thai Learners

PAWANA PETPRAI

Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study aims to design a teaching—learning scheme of Korean

language education for Thai learners which based on a selection of
specific Korean literature as well as the different levels of Korean
language ability and the sections of language learning.

Korean literature reflects daily life and society of Korean people.
Therefore, Thai learners could develop their understanding of Korean
culture such as their believing through literary publications. In addition,
the geographic proximity of Thailand and South Korea share several
commonalities in the type of readers and ways of appreciating literature
works before the modernization, and the process of modernization.
Therefore, Thai learners are more interested in Korean literature than

other Korean learners.
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Literature reflects the image of society in a specific time frame. In
particular, through poets and writers who have written a representative literary
work in the history of Korean literature, Korean language learners can deeply
understand Korean society and the people’s lives and comprehend the nature of

mankind beyond.

When Korean language learners encounter the Korean literature that
represents a certain era in Korean history, understanding of the Korean
literature will make it easier for them to grasp the current Korean
society and culture. In addition, through the literary works, they will be
able to empathize with sentiments of Korean people and learn the

language with more interests.

The Korean literature is useful to learn the Korean language for the
learners who study Korean in Thailand and it has become an effective
language learning tool. As the observation of the process of Korean
language learning through literature, the learners improved their
emotional intelligence. In this respect, teaching methods by Korean
literature would benefit to Thai teachers who teach Korean language.
The studying through Korean literature, the learners will comprehend the
social, cultural, and historical background of Korea., reflected in Korean
literature and, furthermore, understand the nature, emotions, and culture

of humanity.

This thesis proposes to develop the Korean language teaching—learning
scheme for Thai learners. It was designed based on Korean literary
works, therefore, Korean language learners can learn the basic
vocabulary, grammar, common expression, and culture as well as the
historical background, characters, and contents of Korean literature. The

learners could proceed their reading, listening, speaking and writing skills.
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This scheme combines with two parts of learning, language and
culture. It is developed based on the question of what is useful in
improving literacy skills. In order to do so, firstly, the Korean literary
works must be analyzed beforehand. When learning a language through
literary works, it is important to learn vocabulary, grammar, and
expression, as well as to understand the contents and main storylines of

the literary work.

In analyzing literary works and designing teaching methods, the actual
class will consist of three phases. The first phase is the 'pre—learning
phase' for the learner to understand literary works. At this phase, the
learners will familiarize themselves with the core storyline, main
vocabulary, grammar and expression in the literary work. If the learners
possess such preliminary knowledge, they will be able to follow the story
and grasp the literary work well. It will be helpful especially for Thai
learners, who have not been exposed to Korean literature before, to

analyze Korean literary works better.

The second phase is the ‘deepening of understanding’ where the
learners expand their knowledge about the writers and poets of the
literary works. By doing so, they will be able to empathize more with
the literary works. Hence, specifically in this phase, the learners will
study the background, personality of the characters, major conflicts
within the literary work, and the core message of it. It will help the
learners to understand the general storyline of the literary work. At this
phase, the learner will conduct learning activities according to each
section of Korean language learning. By focusing on the particular
section as in reading, listening, writing, and speaking, the learners will

enhance its understanding of the literary works.
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