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ABSTRACT

A Ground Theory Study on the Settlement Support System
for North Korean Defectors and the Domestic Settlement Process.

Park, Min—-Woo

Major in Policy Sciences
Dept. of Public Administration
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study analyzes the settlement process of North Korean defectors
residing in Korea based on grounded theory. The existence of North
Korean defectors is a very unique and special case that cannot be found
anywhere in the world. Although there are forms of immigration and
refugees as an international migration phenomenon, the migration of
North Korean defectors differs in nature and characteristics from
immigration and refugees.

Although it is located in the same Korean Peninsula region and shares
the same lineage, history, language, and text, it cannot live together due
to conflicting political systems and is separated into two national systems.
Although North Korea is in the form of migration to escape North
Korea and move to another country, it is neither legal immigration nor
illegal refugee. Another country on the same Korean Peninsula is the
region that escapes from its own country and enters the country after a

long journey.
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Therefore, the existing theory of explaining the phenomenon of
immigration or refugees is bound to limit the explanation of the
phenomenon of North Korean defectors. Therefore, a study was
conducted on the domestic settlement process of North Korean defectors
based on the theory of evidence.

In this study, a theory—based derivation was attempted based on the
research procedure, and systems, policy reviews, and policy alternatives
related to supporting the settlement of North Korean defectors were
presented.

As a result of the study, the central phenomenon of the domestic
settlement process for North Korean defectors was analyzed as
'overcoming differences and limitations’, and the results of 'Korean
perception’, 'middleman perception, and 'foreign migration' were derived
depending on the level of the central phenomenon. As a result of the
process analysis, the first stage is 'personal survival, the second stage is
'social adaptation’, and the third stage is 'Korean assimilation, and the
results of the type analysis are 'fate development’, real complacency’, and
‘avoidance’. The final research theory derived by synthesizing the research

results of each stage is as follows.

"North Korean defectors who settle in Korea should overcome their
differences and limitations in the process of survival, adaptation, and
assimilation in South Korea, secure employment and economic power,

and live as independent and confident citizens."

[(Key words] North Korean defectors, domestic settlement, grounded

theory, settlement support system, paradigm model.
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