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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Change of Typography Condition
-Focused on the typography contents in the magazines

related design during 2Z2byears-—

Lee, Eun-kyong

Major in Visual Communication Design
Department of Media Design

Graduate School

Hansung University

This study established typography articles published for 25
yvears In design magazines from 1983 to 2007 as its range of
research, which have played a role in reporting various scenes Iin
the field of design and providing its backgrounds on the premise of
a cultural phenomenon. The purpose of the study is to suggest the
present problems in the field of typography and its directions for
the future by examining and analyzing the history before and after
1997 and 1998 in the field of typography more activated with the
advent of computers and investigating the development of the field

of typography in Korea and the trend of interests in it.
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The contents of articles were largely classified into three domains
for the analysis, such as type, typography and typographers. The
domain of type was divided into practical business, education,
exhibition, review - theory - discussion, and copyright for the
investigation, the domain of typography was divided into practical
business, education, exhibition and review - theory - discussion while
the domain of typographer was divided into the frequency of
articles and the areas and parts of activities, which made it possible

to comprehend the environmental changes of typography as follows.

Firstly,. thanks to the development of computers, the border of
internet has been extended domestically and internationally, and
since the interchange isactivated, not only .did the quantity of both
typography—related and typographer-related articles increase, but the
activity of typegraphers became more diversified, which shows the
culture turning into a more. popular and -global one. as well as
people focusing their interests on cultures, accidents and issues in

each country.

Secondly, types made by hands, typewriters or photocompositions
have improved into various kinds of digital fonts incomparable with
those long ago thanks to the delicacy and convenience of
computers, and protective legislations for typeface were made to
solve the relevant problems along with arguments that font
designers should protect types legally, but it was found there are

still a great many of matters to be complemented.
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Thirdly, in the other way of the digital era, people have shown
more Interests in analog-like calligraphy, which indicates that a new
trend has been settled down by complementing the imperfect

attribute of digital topography with analog-like sensibility.

Fourthly, being far from the two—-dimensional printed matter,
typography extends its domain into literature, fashion and
merchandise in combination of other domains, further its exhibitions

and classes expanded through the exchange with other countries.

Fifthly, with the beginning of the digital era in the 1990s, reviews
increased about the rapid increase of print media or the digital
typography-related issues misinterpreted by designers lacking some
historical concepts. ['In [addition, thestudy stalks/about the present
and the future of typography ' along  with meaningful theories' of

typography needed in this era.

Finally, as for typographers in Korea, they lead activée parts in the
Iimited domain within an area with regional and differentiated
characteristics, but as for typographers abroad, they were found to
have various domains of activity and a greater width of interchange

without setting limits in a single field.

Jan Tschihold, who was a revolutionary of the New Typography,
pointed out that ‘the spirit of the times’ and ‘the responsibility for
the times’ are what designers should have as their responsibilities.
He had a lot of interests in circumstances and issues of the times

and tried to solve the discovered problems with a language of the
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times, which will be valuable examples to designers who have to
breath with the times and create a culture of the times. In other
words, as he mentioned, it is needed for us not to focus on what is
a right answer but how much typography has developed, reflecting
the circumstances and the spirit of the times in those days, and on
the basis of the results analyzed so far, it is required for us to find
the responsibilities of our times and build up design patterns fit for

new demands of the times.

HANSUNG
UNIVERSITY
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