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ABSTRACT

A Study on Hair Design by the Application of the

Formative Characteristics of Kitsch

Choi, Eun-joo

Major in Hair Design

Dept. of Beauty Art & Design
Graduate School of Arts

Hansung University

Kitsch emerged as a dominant force in the development process of
civilization in civil society as the society started to enjoy affluence after
the Industrial Revolution in the 19th century, connecting high—grade culture
and popular culture as a cultural phenomenon. They began to specifically
discuss kitsch as an aesthetic object and further an artistic trend. With the
development of mass media, kitsch has settled down as a universal genre
in popular culture. In South Korea, it has been accepted as an important
fashion code as the kitsch style was in vogue by such singers as 2NEl,
Big Bang, Orange Caramel, 4 Minute, and Lee Hyo-ri. On the international
stage, kitsch styles presented by Madonna, Agyness Deyn, and Lady Gaga
make an issue with their sensuous, unique kitsch looks and have influence
on the public.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the characteristics of the
aesthetic scope expressed by kitsch hairstyles among the expressive

patterns of kitsch style accepted as important fashion trends among
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modern people. The formative characteristics and patterns of kitsch were
analyzed and sorted out to understand how its unfocused, vulgar image in
the past was changed to the public in modern times and led trend flows.

The study also presented hair designs reflecting those elements. In
addition to the theoretical consideration of kitsch, the investigator reviewed
books, previous studies, journals, hair and fashion magazines and Internet
home and abroad to analyze the formative characteristics and patterns of
kitsch hairstyle. A beauty magazine called Estetica was examined. The
data on the Kkitsch hairstyle cases of the world's four major
collections(Paris, London, New York, and Milan) at Samsung Design Net
and Style.com were examined and analyzed from 2001 to 2012.

The research proceeded as follows: Chapter 1 of Introduction discussed
the objectives, content, and methodology of the study. Chapter 2 reviewed
the concepts and backgrounds of kitsch and sorted out the formative
characteristics of kitsch and the concepts and patterns of Kkitsch hairstyle.
Chapter 3 analyzed the formative characteristics and patterns of kitsch
hairstyle. Based on the results, Chapter 4 made creative and sensuous
kitsch hairstyle works for empirical research.

The  formative  characteristics of kitsch include exaggeration,
inappropriateness, playfulness, satire, nostalgia, and sensationality. The
kitsch hairstyles representing each period include afro, hippie, funk, ecology,
and Oriental. Based on the analysis results of their characteristics, the
investigator embodied and created five pieces.

Piece 1 shows the compromise between East and West in the nostalgia of
kitsch and represents exaggerated decoration with arrangement, presenting
an Oriental hairstyle to express the beauty of a traditional Korean hairdo.
Piece 2 expressed return to nature, restoration of humanity, and yearning
for and nostalgia of Indian culture in a satirical ecology style. Piece 3

decorated an afro style representing the display nature of Kkitsch through
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excessive inflating with splendid-colored hair and snickers strings to
expand an aesthetic concept. Piece 4 represented the kitsch display to
excessively use splendid colors and was directed in a reggae style. Finally,
Piece 5 presented a colorful kitsch arrangement like candy and was
directed in a pop art image with excessive decoration effects and playful
elements added to it.

The study will hopefully contribute to the new perception of Kitsch
hairstyles as expressive art in Kitsch trends and be followed by more
diverse, ongoing researches on the conception of kitsch hair design to

promote the growth of beauty industry.

[Keywords] kitsch, artistic trend, formative and pattern characteristics of

kitsch, kitsch hairstyle
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