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ABSTRACT

Research on safety and health obligations for each
subject in industrial sites

LEE, Sung—Woo

Major in Social Disaster and Safety

Management
Dept. of Social Disaster and Safety

Graduate School of Public

Administration

Hansung University

Over the past 60 vyears, South Korea has overcome the long
stagnation of the Japanese colonial period and the Korean War,
transitioning from a developing country to an advanced nation with a per
capita income exceeding $30,000. While in the 1960s, South Korea was
one of the poorest countries in the world, as of 2022, it ranks 13th in
GDP and 12th in GNP, gaining recognition as a leading nation in terms
of economic power on the global stage. It is a historical fact that there
was a considerable sacrifice of all the people underlying such rapid
economic development.

In the 2000s, there was a growing societal awareness that the

sacrifices of industrial workers could no longer be ignored. To prevent
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further casualties among workers in industrial sites and public
infrastructure, the Act on Punishment of Major Accidents and Ensuring
Safety was enacted on January 26, 2021, and came into effect a year
later on January 27, 2022. This law emphasizes the duty of occupational
safety and health for entities operating workplaces and public facilities,
specifying penalties for employers, management executives, and public
officials in case of human casualties resulting from violations of these
duties. By clearly defining that employers and senior government officials
are subjects of accident prevention and punishment, the law aims
ultimately to prevent major accidents to protect the lives and bodies of
citizens and workers.

This study limited the scope of the study to serious industrial
accidents among serious accidents. First, as a result of comparing and
analyzing statistical data from the Ministry of Employment and Labor
before and after the enforcement of this Act, there has been no
significant change in the number of worker deaths due to serious
industrial accidents. Second, as a result of confirming and analyzing the
judgments of the lower court, the District Court of the first trial and the
High Court of the second trial, which have not been finalized by the
Supreme Court, the effectiveness of the law on the punishment of serious
accidents cannot be erased because heavy sentences have not been handed
down to employers and managers.

We studied research materials and books that preceded the Act on
Punishment for Severe Accidents, etc, and investigated publications from
related public and private organizations to select three entities that cause
serious disasters. The first is the business owner who hires workers and
imposes tasks, and The second is the management manager, and the
second is the relevant government department with management and

supervision authority. The third is a worker who receives instructions
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from managers and performs work in the field.

In particular tthe basis of the Serious Accident Punishment Act
appears to be the purpose of protecting weak workers and punishing
powerful employers under the premise that employers are perpetrators
and workers are victims. However, in order to protect workers from
industrial accidents, 1 believe it is important to introduce a system that
clearly sets and implements obligations that workers can comply with at
the workplace rather than punishing incompetent employers. We hope
that this research will be activated and ultimately protect the bodies and

lives of workers from serious disasters.

[Key words] Act on Punishment for Serious Accidents, etc., Safety and

health obligations, Major industrial accident
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