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ABSTRACT

Study on the issues and improvement directions of
the Serious Accidents Punishment Act

— Focusing on Serious Civil Accidents —
SO, Min—-An
Major in Social Disaster and Safety
Policy
Dept. of Social Disaster and Safety
The Graduate School of Public

Administration

Hansung University

"The Serious Accident Punishment Act; was enacted on January 26,
2021 and went into effect on January 27, 2022. In addition, from
January 27, 2024, the Serious Industrial Accident Regulations will be fully
applied to businesses or workplaces with less than 50 regular workers (in
the case of the construction industry, construction costs of less than 5
billion won).

Although "the Serious Accident Punishment Act, consists of two axes:
Serious Industrial Accidents and Serious Civil Accidents, research and
support from the time of enactment to the present have focused on
serious industrial accidents. However, since serious civil accidents can also

occur at general workplaces, they must fulfill their obligations to ensure
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safety and health to prevent serious civil accidents. However, the
interpretation of regulations related to serious civil accidents s
complicated. In particular, it is quite complicated to determine whether
small business owners who are excluded from the application of serious
civil accidents are eligible. It is difficult for small businesses to determine
whether they are eligible for serious civil accidents. Major industrial
accidents are investigated by the Ministry of Employment and Labor's
labor inspector, while major civil accidents are investigated by the police.
Therefore, the efficiency of the investigation is also low. In addition,
while the Ministry of Employment and Labor is in charge of major
industrial accidents, major civil accidents are handled by several
ministries, making it difficult to systematically manage and improve the
system. The national budget for the prevention of major accidents is also
centered on major industrial accidents, not major civil accidents. While
there are qualified personnel to perform related work for major industrial
accidents, there are no qualified personnel to perform related work for
major civil accidents. Therefore, it is more difficult for workplaces and
institutions to fulfill their obligations to ensure safety and health for the
prevention of major civil accidents than for major industrial accidents.

Based on this awareness of the problem, this study compared major
industrial accidents and major civil accidents and examined the direction
of improvement for major civil accidents. The direction of improvement
derived from this study is first, the target of application for major civil
accidents must be made more realistic. Related laws should be revised to
make them easier for the general public to recognize. Safety and
health-related laws should also be stipulated in the laws to clarify their
scope. In addition, public facilities, workplaces, and institutions with a
high possibility of serious civil accident should be subject to the

application of serious civil accident. Second, the departments in charge of
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serious civil accident should be unified. First, there may be a plan to
have the Ministry of Employment and Labor, which is in charge of
serious industrial accident, also take charge of serious civil accident.
There is also a plan to establish a new agency that will be in charge of
Tthe Serious Accident Punishment Act; . Third, there should be training
for qualified personnel who perform work related to serious civil
accident. There is a plan to allow certified labor attorneys, industrial
safety instructors, and industrial health instructors who are currently
performing work related to serious industrial accident to perform work
related to serious civil accident. In addition, it is necessary to revise the
examination system and scope of work so that the newly established
certified disaster management officers can perform work related to serious

civil accident.

[(Key words] The Serious Accidents Punishment Act, Serious Industrial

Accidents, Serious Civil Accidents, Public Facilities, Public Transportation
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