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ABSTRACT

Awareness, Perception and Opinion of Occupational Nurses
for Recent Debate on the Occupational Diseases in

Semiconductor Industries

Na, Hye Sun

Major in Industrial Hygiene Engineering
Dept. of Mechanical Systems Engineering
The Graduate School

Hansung University

This study was conducted as a part of study to examine the
awareness, perception and opinion of occupational health experts for
recent debate on the occupational diseases in the semiconductor
industries. The survey was conducted for occupational nurses at the
Confernce of Korean Society of Occupational Health Nurses and Korean
Occupational Health Nurses Association on 3rd July 2012.

A self—administering written questionnaire was distributed to those who
attended the Conference and collected after filling the questionnaire.

Total number of respondents was 89. Male was 13(14.6%) and Female
was 76(85.4%). Majority(63.5%) were occupational nurses and
some(1.1%) were experts in industrial hygiene field.

Most of respondents were well aware of the recent debate on the

leukemia cases in the semiconductor manufacturing industry. Eleven



percent of respondents were aware of the debate in detail, and 47.2% in
general.

More respondents evaluated reliable for the epidemiology study
conducted by the Occupational Safety and Health Research Institute,
KOSHA in 2008 and comprehensive study and investigation on the wafer
fabrication workplace including Sumsung, Hynix, and Amkor technology
Korea in 2009.

On the question for evaluation of credibility for the Ministry of
Employment and Labor, Korea Workers Welfare Corporation and
KOSHA, most respondents classified into middle class. On the contrary,
NGO and academic societies earned high level of credibility. Many of
occupational nurses did not trust the result of the investigation conducted
by the Environ Consultant which was done by the Samsung's request.

Eighty two percent responded that the leukemia cases were believed to
be related to workplace environment and their job. Industry (Samsung)
was picked as the most responsible organization in this debate by 73% of
respondents. 7.9% picked the Ministry of Employment and Labor. In
addition, the industry (Samsung) was pointed as the most important
organization to settle down this debate by 44.9% of respondents. 16.9%
indicated the Ministry of Employment and Labor.

Majority(87.6%) of respondents agreed that the patients should be
compensated by the Workers Compensation Insurance. Also, 85.4%
responded that industry had to make compensation for the patients

besides the Workers Compensation Insurance.

[Key word] Semiconductor industry, Leukemia, Samsung, Hynix, Amkor
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