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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Planning of Using Subway Station
as a Cultural Exhibition Space

-Focused on the main cultural regions in Seoul-

Lee, Jae-Kyung
Major in Interior Design
Dept. of Media Design
Graduate School

Hansung University

A modern city consists of information—oriented society. Due to
rapid economic growth, a large part of functions were integrated into
metro cities and so did the people's life. Cities have become
overcrowded. Subway was introduced to solve the problems of
increasing cars and over population.

Subway is a necessity of urban transportation. It is very
important to the lives of those who live in big cities. It is considered
as one of the major factors of city development.

In the past, subway stations functioned as mere a junction of
efficient logistics and transportation. But they have changed themselves
into a space where people can stay and rest. Nowadays, they link the
underground transportation to overground life, projecting the city's

image. They are important to culture industry also, because they can
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provide exhibition space and concert halls.

As the standard of living is getting higher, people changed their
view regarding subway station. They began to demand more about
subway station's role. According to their opinion, subway stations have
to be a place which represents local culture and provides differentiated
cultural space. Thus I intend to design the subway station, where
culture prevails and which will become a new space in the city.

The purpose of this study is to have a thorough grasp of
exhibition space which is one of the cultural spaces in subway station

and to suggest how subway stations be used as an exhibition space.

I insist that subway station should provide space where people
enjoy culture and take part in cultural activities, regardless of
environmental and functional limit.

I reviewed related documents and preceding researches regarding
subway station, cultural space and exhibition space and researched the
meaning and necessity of exhibition space in subway station.

I selected subway stations with large floating population which
have close relation to local culture using 2008 white book of Seoul
Metro and Seoul Metropolitan Rapid Transit Corporation. I picked 3
subway stations with exhibition space and 3 without exhibition space
out of the selection.

Methodologically, I compared the cases of foreign countries with
that of domestic after field study and photo-taking of 6 selected
subway stations. And for further study, I carried out the first and the
second survey.

I commissioned the first survey to find out how ordinary citizens
who use subway for their commute feel about the subway station. The

survey questions them on current situation and necessity of cultural
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exhibition space and people's satisfaction and preference of subway
station. I distributed 100 questionnaires and retrieved 90 of them as
research material.

I polled professionals of design industry as the second survey to
find out how they think about the current status, satisfaction, problems
and suggestions regarding exhibition space In subway stations. 75
survey sheets were distributed, 70 retrieved.

I came to the conclusion that subway stations should be where
people can enjoy cultural life. I suggest use of various materials and
wide range of exhibition to reform the dreary, uniform subway

stations.

The following is to integrate results of the study.

First, exhibition works are needed to be displayed on a variety of
space like stairs, escalators, platforms, ceilings and etc In a
consideration of environmental respect rather than only on walls or a
pillars in a uniform construction way.

Second, after checking out characteristics for space of each
subway station, installing various types of exhibition works to meet
characteristics for space is necessary. A change to space as a accent
effect should be provided by using works with round expression, video
works with media, environmental plastic works, paintings, graffiti, and
etc, and by using colors, patterns, and various materials.

Third, since the subway 1is mainly located in underground, a
lighting plan suitable for this environment is needed for the exhibition
space too. If works installed on pillars or walls, visually prominent
environment should be constructed by emphasizing unique shapes and

colors of exhibition works with partial lighting on them.
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Fourth, on the walls of aisles, preparing semi—permanent
exhibitions as a permanent exhibition walls or installing the exhibition
works not to be preserved significantly, but to be displayed for a
certain time of period is required. Since the exhibitions in inside of
subway stations can possibly cause the problems concerned with
preservation and management, these should be chosen in a
consideration of the aspect.

Fifth, in order for exhibition works on pillars and walls in
subway stations to be seen, there should not be any obstacles blocking
people’s sight. Improving space not to be interrupted in seeing is
necessary and can be done by organizing exhibition works well with
station guide maps, ad materials, and etc in given space.

Sixth, since the spaces of subway stations are positioned to a
culture in connection with outside, the cultural characteristics of
neighboring area of stations should be reflected in inside of stations.
Exhibition works are required to be installed based on the fact that
people prefer to works showing regional characteristics and urban

cultures, and ones for public relations and public campaigns.

As reviewed in the thesis, subway is required to change from a
traditional position that has a meaning as a environmental improvement
of public transportation, a enlargement of transportation share ratio, and
points to connect city to a new position that has a enlarged meaning
as cultural spaces implying a variety of human cultural lives. It is
expected that they are developed to comprehensive exhibition spaces
for users to encounter various cultures, have rests, communicate each
other, and enjoy something by constructing exhibition spaces in the

cultural spaces to reflect these social needs.
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