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ABSTRACT

A analysis for the utilization of regional festivals

—by studying the festivals in Seoul—

Jang, Kyung—Ho

Major in Culture Contents

Dept. of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

Every country makes efforts to raise the national competitiveness
through city brand in an era of global competition. The city brand is
rising as a key factor of the national competitiveness in a stream of
‘Glocalization’, a portmanteau of ‘Globalization’ and ‘Localization'. That
is, raising the city brand value becomes the most effective strategy to
elevate the national competitiveness under the circumstances that
boundaries between countries have become increasingly blurred.

To raise the city brand value, lots of cities have exerted a variety of
efforts. Festival is one of the effective means for that. Holding a festival
not only raise the image of the city but also have lots of positive side
effects such as conservation and transmission of traditional cultures,

inspiration of citizen’s self—esteem, improvement of life quality, promotion
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of interaction between cities and economic ripple effects. Utilizing a
festival for the city brand is invigorated due to the change of festival’s
meaning. Recent festivals role as entertainments while past festivals were
just ceremonies.

After the adoption of local autonomy, our nation holds about 750
festivals to make positive effects on the city brand. About 10 percent
(103 festivals) of those is hosted in districts of Seoul. Although a lot of
festivals are hosted, there has not been a systematic way for sorting the
festivals. Hence, we focus on propose a new way to categorize the
festivals in this paper. In this method, we categorize the festivals
according to their aim and strategies. And then, we analyze the consensus
between the aim and actual contents (program) for festivals of districts of
Seoul. Furthermore, we figure out the problems of those festivals in terms
of the continuity, schedule and promotion. The solutions for the problems
are suggested in a comparison with the world’s 3 biggest and Manton
lemon festival.

The conclusion of this research is like following. 1) We should
design a festival with new and creative materials to make positive effects
on the city brand. 2) People should be able to access the event
information through diversified promotions. 3) Festivals should be free
from the seasonal bias. 4) Long—term strategies and investment are
needed. 5) Cooperation of private citizens and enterprises, along with a
role of a government office, is essential to achieve the purpose of the

festivals.

[Key words] festival, local festival, city brand, city marketing, enjoyment
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