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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Selection Land and Sanron(Fungsugiri)

of Joseon Royal Tombs

Lee, Duck—hyoung
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

The present study examines the course of varying royal authority and
ruling power in line with site selection and fengshui for royal tombs during
the Joseon Dynasty. Construction of royal tombs was the priority of a new
king ascending the throne during the Joseon Dynasty. Construction of royal
tombs was a way of establishing the legitimacy and authority of a ruler
toward people. Thus, any new king viewed the process of constructing a
royal tomb for his deceased father as a very important ritual and event.
Needless to say, selecting sites for royal tombs was considered highly
significant to the extent that they had to be verified in terms of
fengshui—based good or ill luck. Discussions on candidate sites for royal
tombs were based on 'Sanron’ submitted by fenshui experts. Sanron refers to
a report written by fengshui experts on good or ill luck of candidate sites
after they observed surrounding mountains. Kings and officials called

Chonghosa assessed several pieces of Sanron from an office called

- 208 -



Sanrengdogam to decide on final sites for royal tombs. Building royal tombs
for deceased kings and queens was subject to the aforementioned process
during the Joseon Dynasty.

A king ascended to the throne once he had completed a ritual process
called Seongbok. During the Joseon Dynasty, they did not consider the
deceased predecessor to have passed away until a new king completed
Seongbok. As a matter of fact, for 5 days till Seongbok, they prepared for
the funeral and coronation. A new king appointed persons to organize and
lead three Dogams, i. e. Gukjangdogam, Binjeondogam and Sanreungdogam
to hold the state funeral for the deceased king. The head in charge of the
three Dogams was called Chonghosa and that of each Dogam was called
Jejo. Chonghosa appointed was usually the second vice premier. Each Jejo
had responsibilities and competencies as a chief of a bureau. The three
Dogams organized as such lasted till the end of the state funeral. Chonghosa
and Jejo personnel were appointed and dismissed a few times during the state
funeral.

Chonghosa and Sanreungdogam organized a system to seek for the site for
burial. Gansim or Gansan refers to the acts of assessing and evaluating
mountains surrounding the candidate sites for royal tombs. The experts in
charge of Gansim were called Jiguans or Jisas, who were led by a head
called Sangjiguan. Sangjiguan was an official member of the Guansanggam.
The group of people including the Sangjiguan involved in Gansim was called
Gansimdan. Gansimdan consisted of government officials called Jisas
belonging to the Sanreungdogam and Bangwejisas, who joined the group in
recognition of their fengshui expertise. As they were not government officials,
Bangwejisas had not official titles. Therefore, they were temporarily assigned
military professions so that they could deal with state affairs.

Gansimdan was directed by Chonghosa when they assessed the candidate

sites for royal tombs. Candidate sites include those originally marked as such
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and others recommended by several persons related. Specifically, candidate
sites include where gentry families' tombs were located, mountain ranges
surrounding the established royal tombs, residential areas and new sites where
no tombs had been established. Interestingly, candidate sites for royal tombs
varied over time and under different regimes. This article delved into the
causes of varying candidate sites for royal tombs in view of authority of
kings.

Firstly, to understand the process of determining the sites for tombs during
the Joseon Dynasty, this study reviewed the geographical awareness and
concepts among people at that time. Secondly, persons who determined those
sites for royal tombs, why they selected certain sites and how long it took
for them to make decisions were also explored here. Extant chronicles and
other literature including ’Sanreungdogameuigueiy were used for data
collection. Via such literature review in comparison with existent sites and
their conditions, public perception of geography was investigated. This study
also inquired into how they used those sites with old pits intended for burial.
Thirdly, Sanron emerging in the process of selecting sites for royal tombs in
the late Joseon Dynasty was analysed. Covering the process of site selection
for royal tombs, Sanron was the primary reference used by kings and
Chonghosa. This study comparatively analyzed Sanron in regard of the
fengshui theories applied by the experts in Gansimdan, and the shifts in
forms and compositions of Sanron over time and under different regimes.

The approaches taken here have meanings from two perspectives. First,
those approaches shed light on the assessment criteria for site selection for
royal tombs during the Joseon Dynasty. Second, the analysis of Sanron
clarifies the content and perception of fengshui as well as the ultimate goals
they sought after via fengshui—based site selection in the late Joseon Dynasty.
The findings here will extend the understanding of royal tombs during the

Joseon Dynasty. Nonetheless, this study has limits. First, although site
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selection for royal tombs occurred for about a month after a king died, this
study hardly mentions things that may have happened after site selection for
royal tombs. Further, in analyzing the theories of fengshui in Sanron, it is
hard to say that this study apprehends the thoughts of fengshui experts
exhaustively. Due to these limits, this study is far from specifying the
implications of site selection for royal tombs. Moreover, by failing to review
the Sanron on all royal tombs, this study reveals its limitation in identifying
the trends of controversies regarding Sanron Further studies are warranted to

deal with these limitations.

(keywards] Joseon Royal Tombs(slfif T-B%), Selection Land(#h),
Sanron(Il15f,)  Fungsugiri - fengshui(JBK#EE),  Sanrengdogam(ilipg & %s)
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