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ABSTRACT

A Critical Evaluation on Addiction Studies

—Focused on Master's Theses and Doctoral Dissertations—

Sohn, Ki—-Ock

Major in Addiction Studies

Dept. of Narcotic Studies

Graduate School of Public Administration

Hansung University

This thesis is an attempt to evaluate addiction(drug—dependency)
studies in periodical terms to examine soclal perception towards
addiction and the influences exerted by addiction studies upon society.

The research for this thesis, which has been initiated by the idea
that reviewing the past is equally important as launching new
researches or projects, analyzed drug-related theses published in South
Korea using sampling survey and purposive sampling techniques and
examined them in comparison with social trends.

Addiction studies in South Korea can be divided into three
periods: the early 1990s to the mid-1990s, the late 1990s to the early
2000s, and the mid-2000s to 2010. Each of the periods can be perceived
as adaptation to addiction problems, establishment of relevant policies
and systems, and searching for new alternatives. The transition from
unregulated use of unrecognized drugs in mainly rural area to the

establishment of punishment-oriented criminalization policy has been

-6l -



described.

The future prospect of addiction studies points to a possible
expansion of non-governmental resources in treatment and
rehabilitation facilities, qualitative changes in relevant research areas,
and necessities of preventive education. In accordance with these
prospects, the establishment of a qualitative national licensing system
has been suggested.

This thesis is a bibliographical study, a relatively neglected topic

in addiction studies.
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