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This thesis discusses studies the threats of China, which is newly
emerging militarily and economically as a G2 nation, analyzes the
transition process of China's military power and their arms buildup
status, and thereby discusses their effect on the future security of
Korea as well as the countermeasures. China held the 18th Party
Congress on November 8th, 2012, and officially selected Xi Jinping as
the general secretary to succeed the place of Hu Jintao. This point of
time when the leader of China—the only country to stand up to the
hegemony of the United States—is changed will have great impact on
the security of Korea. On November 6th, the same year, the US
President, Barack Obama, succeeded in the reelection, and currently,

with the Korean President about to be replaced in December, there is
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expected to be a lot of changes in the security of Northeast Asia as
well as that of Korea. At the time of the Korean War, China
obstructed wunification by supplying several divisions and brigades
including the 4th Field Army, numbering up to 1,000,000 troops to
North Korea. Even after the division, China is still supporting North
Korea in various ways including military and economic aspects
officially and unofficially. In addition to the human wave strategy of
the past, China is building up their military strength by applying
military strategies armed with high tech military equipment of the
modern times. In the military parade held on October 1st, 2009
commemorating the 60th anniversary of China’s foundation, they opened
to the public for the first time their new intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) and long distance ground-to-ground cruise missile,
along with 50 other newest weapons of their Army, Navy, and Air
Force. This suggests that China is continuously increasing the national
defense expenditure, and that they are seeking and developing new
military strategies due to their arms buildup. This thesis analyzes how
China’s modernization of military strength has been progressed, the
necessity for awareness of China's threats, as well as the actual
conditions of their military buildup. It then suggests in what direction
Korea should search for the countermeasures. In order to achieve these
objectives, this thesis examines how China’s modernization of military
strength has been progressed, the recent changes in China's military
strength, as well as the actual conditions of China's arms buildup—
after which, it deducts the effect of China's arms buildup accelerating
the arms race of Northeast Asia, and its ensuing effect on Korea's
security. The thesis then draws diversified countermeasures against it.

Although China’s reinforcement of military strength and arms buildup

are recorded in detail on the “2010 China’s Defense White Paper”, the
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undisclosed military strength and arms buildup will actually be beyond
our expectations. China still maintains the Chinese army’s traditional
ambiguous strategy by creating confusion about the Chinese Army’s
capacity and actual conditions through their Defense White Paper. And
despite the fact that they are reinforcing their armaments, they are
arguing that their defense budget is somewhat low compared to the
national government expenditure.

China has announced in thebth Conference of the 11th National
People’s Congress in March 5th, 2012, that their defense budget would
be 670,274 million yuans (about 1189 trillion won), which is an 11.2%
increase from 2011. China has emphasized that even though their
defense expenditure 1is increased, it will not threaten the other
countries. However, it seems inevitable that the armament race of the
Asia region will be intensified. It is evident that the armament being
increased every year as well as the military strength being developed
will pose a big threat to Korea's security. Given that, Korea must take
economic and military actions that are rational and reasonable to be
much help to the national interest. In addition Korea will need to
continue to maintain its alliance with the US and also build strategic

security cooperation system with China.

[Keywords] Awareness of Threats from China, Arms Buildup,

Reinforcement of Military Strength, China Defense White Paper
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