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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Experience of Urban
Regeneration in Guangdong Province, China
— Focused on the Three 01d(01d Town, 01d

Factory and 01d Village) Regeneration-

Zhu, Li-Bin

Major in Korea—China Real Estate

Consulting

Graduate School of Real Estate

Hansung University

[Research Background] Cities are the most important production
and living environment for human beings, and urban regeneration, as a
means of urban development, can achieve rational allocation of urban
resources, improvement of urban quality and living environment by
re—planning and arranging the internal structure of cities. China is the
most populous country in the world, with more than half of its
population, about 730 million people, living in cities. Therefore, China
has a large number of cities and the huge urban scale. With the rapid
advancement of urbanization, urban problems are emerging, and urban
regeneration has become one of the important issues that cannot be
ignored. China's urban regeneration has accumulated a great deal of

experience over the decades. It is important to compile and summarize
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these experiences not only for the further improvement of China's urban
regeneration work in the future, but also to provide meaningful reference
and inspiration for Korea and other countries from the perspective of
China's experience.

In China's urban regeneration, the area with the longest history, the
largest scale, the most comprehensive system and the richest experience is
the Guangdong Province of China. Guangdong Province is the front line
of China's reform and opening—up. With the rapid economic development
and increasing population, Guangdong Province has seen a rapid
expansion of urban construction land, with a large amount of agricultural
land converted into construction land. Land development tends to be
saturated and creates a large amount of inefficient land. On the other
hand, in the mid to late 1980s, with the development of processing
industry enterprises, there was an influx of migrant workers into
Guangdong, resulting in a rapidly growing demand for housing. In this
context, a large number of ‘urban villages' have emerged in Guangdong
cities. Urban villages have crowded spaces and dirty environments. They
are characterized by extensive and inefficient land use, and they are
plagued by a variety of social problems. Based on the actual situation, in
2009, Guangdong Province, taking into account its own development
characteristics and future development needs, actively promoted the Three
0Old(Old Town, Old Factory and Old Village) Regeneration’ work. After
ten years of exploration and development, Guangdong Province has
accumulated a wealth of practical experience in the Three Old
Regeneration, and has established a relatively complete set of Three Old
Regeneration policies and operation system. In view of this, this thesis
chooses Guangdong Province's Three Old Regeneration as its research
focus, and summarizes its characteristics and experiences by analyzing the

policies, systems and promotion process of Three OIld Regeneration,
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which can provide useful experience for China, South Korea and North
Korea.

[Research Purpose] The purpose of this thesis can be divided into
two main areas. First, after the founding of the People's Republic of
China in 1949, the ‘socialist transformation’ and the ‘expansion of the
market economy’ were carried out simultaneously, which were in two
opposing directions. In this process China's urban redevelopment approach
is transitioning from old city renovation to urban regeneration. Second,
this thesis will explore and organize the policy implications of the
renovation and renewal of old cities in North Korea in the process of
inter—Korean exchanges and towards reunification.

[Research Methods] This thesis discusses urban regeneration in
China and the Three Old Regeneration in Guangdong Province from the
perspective of urban policy and urban planning. Firstly, on the basis of
in—depth research on the theories and practices of urban regeneration in
China and abroad, this thesis combs the course of urban regeneration
development in Western countries, Korea and Japan to identify the
characteristics and experiences of urban regeneration in advanced
countries. Then, starting from the stages of China's urban development,
the characteristics and problems of each stage of China's urban
regeneration are analyzed, and the process of theorizing China's urban
regeneration is reviewed. The author participated in a field research on
Three Old Regeneration in Guangdong Province, and used the first—hand
information and data collected from the research to establish the policy
framework and clarify the history of the development of the Three Old
Regeneration. The case studies in Guangzhou and Shenzhen are used to
summarize the characteristics, problems and future issues of the Three
Old Regeneration. Finally, based on the above analysis, the thesis

examines the implications for urban regeneration in South Korea and
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urban development in North Korea.

[Research Content] Chapter 1 is the introduction. This chapter is a
general introduction to the whole text, setting out the background,
significance, basis, approach, methodology, content and research
framework of the paper, and discussing the review of relevant domestic
and international research. Firstly, the necessity of this study is pointed
out, and then it leads to the research approach, methodology and
research content of this paper. Next, the research context of urban
regeneration is systematized, and the progress of urban regeneration
research both in China and abroad is summarized, which provides
support for the basic theoretical framework and research methods in the
following sections. Chapter 2 is a study of theory and practice related to
urban regeneration. Since urban regeneration covers all aspects of cities
and society, the theories of economics, political science and sociology
related to urban regeneration are first summarized to lay the theoretical
foundation for the following research and analysis. Next, the urban
regeneration history of Western countries, Japan and South Korea is
reviewed and their experiences are analyzed. Chapter 3 focuses on urban
regeneration in China, analyzing the history of urban regeneration from
the founding of the People's Republic of China to the present and
extracting characteristics and problematic points from it. The theorization
process of urban regeneration in China is also studied. Chapter 4 focuses
on the Three Old Regeneration in Guangdong Province. Starting from the
background, the thesis analyzes and compiles the policy, institutional
system construction and 10-year development process of the Three Old
Regeneration. After the study of the implementation of the Three Old
Regeneration Policy in  Guangzhou and Shenzhen respectively, the
characteristics and main issues of the Three Old Regeneration are

summarized, and the key topics for the future are examined. Finally,
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Chapter 5 summarizes the full text. This chapter mainly highlights the
significance of Western cities, Japan and China for the inspiration of
urban regeneration in South Korea, and finally discusses the improvement
of urban regeneration’s direction in South Korea and implications for

urban development in the North Korea.

Keywords: China, Guangdong Province, urban regeneration, Three Old

Regeneration, urban village
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