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® —2/+= is a particle that indicates that the noun to which
it 1s attached is the topic of that sentence.

® Depending on the structure of a final syllable of a
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preceding noun, —< or —i= is used.

a. If the noun ends in a consonant, —< is used.

b. If the noun ends in a vowel, —+ is used.
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theme of a sentence. When the noun ends in a
consonant, use ‘—=’'. When the noun ends in a vowel,

¢ L)
use —=— .

il
o,

It also used to express comparison or emphasis.
It can be attached to most case particle, except for
subject and object particles which drops in case when

this topic particle is used.

7‘1 e @‘%9] Zl\”llz—%]’hjr Seoul is the capital city of Korea.

Xi"i f&% /\]’%L%L]‘jr. I am Korean.

FAL 717F FYY. A= 717F 25U T My sister's tall. I'm short.
o & 1715 Folgtyt} AL 2o T) 1 like meat. (But) I don't like fish.

ST = oA Zk5Y7F? When did you go to the library?
o] o M= FHlE IE 4 $15UYT You can't smoke here.
o Algke k2] %] uFA| Q.. Don't let my parents know about it.
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Educational Plans for the Particle ‘eun/nun’
for Learners at the Intermediate and Advanced Level

— With a focus on Problem—Based Learning —

Kim, Seul—Ki

Major in Korean Language Education
Dept. of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to propose educational plans for the
particle ‘eun/nun,” which has been an ongoing source of grammar errors
in Korean education, based on problem—based learning to target learners
at the intermediate and advanced level capable of meta—linguistic
cognition.

For this purpose, Chapter 2 examined the ways that ‘eun/nun’ was
described in dictionaries including the standard dictionary for native
speakers and a Korean dictionary for foreigners. The results show that

nn

the meanings of ‘eun/nun’ were sorted out into "topics," "contrast," and
"emphasis" in the dictionaries. After figuring out the meanings of

‘eun/nun’ based on its descriptions in dictionaries, the investigator

_89_



examined the concept, characteristics, and procedures of Problem—Based
Learning(PBL), which is a basis in educational plans for the particle, and
looked into the flow of researches based on problem—based learning in
Korean education with a special focus on researches on PBL-—based
grammar education related to the present study.

Chapter 3 examined the current education of ‘eun/nun’ and its usage
patterns among learners. Trying to investigate the current education of
the particle, the chapter classified five Korean textbooks published by
universities for general purposes according to the elementary, intermediate,
and advanced level and found that explicit education was usually
provided around the "topic" meanings of ‘eun/nun’ at the elementary level
and that ‘eun/nun’ was combined with other grammatical elements or
presented in an implicit manner in sentence structures at the intermediate
and advanced level with a focus on the "contrast" and "emphasis"
meanings of the particle. Then, an interview followed with teachers in the
field of Korean education to examine the current education of the
particle. Their interviews show that there were limitations with teaching
the diverse meanings of ‘eun/nun’ to students at the elementary level. The
most difficult and frequent errors that they made with ‘eun/nun’ were the
distinction of ‘eun/nun’ from ‘i/ka’ and no use of ‘eun/nun.” Finally, the
investigator examined the corpora of learners to understand their usage
patterns of ‘eun/nun’ and found that the substitution error accounted for
over 50% of the entire error types with the high percentage of the
substitution error with ‘i/ka’ and the omission error at about 30%.

Targeting learners at the intermediate and advanced level capable of
meta—linguistic cognition, the study made use of problem—based learning,
which increases the effects of education through independent
learner —centric study rather than the one—sided delivery of knowledge by

instructors, in educational plans. Based on the "contrast" and "emphasis"
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meanings of ‘eun/nun’ not covered at the elementary level, the study
identified problematic elements including its distinction from ‘i/ka’ and its
omission. Specific educational plans were made as instructional plans
including its distinction from ‘i/ka’ with a focus on its "contrast"
meanings at the intermediate level and the prevention of omitted

‘eun/nun’ with a focus on its "emphasis" meanings at the advanced level.

[Keywords] Korean education, grammar education, Problem—Based

Learning, particle, eun/nun(</%)
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