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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Usefulness of Strategic Culture
in the Analysis of North Korean Nuclear Crisis :
Mechanism of Perception on the Strategic
Environment and Policy Preference

Lee, Jeong—Wan

Major in Military Strategy

Dept. of National Security and Strategy
Graduate School of National Defense Science
Hansung University

North Korea has repeatedly been provocative enough to be
almost always out of expectations, and a third party's view of the
North has even «called it a "mad country" according to its
psychological hypothesis that the so—called "North Korea" is insane.
This view, however, is because the international community, which
has been looking at the North Korean issue, and many leading
studies, have not deviated from such thinking as rational decision
models or optimization of cost—to—effect, and are bound by the
simple formula of giving up nuclear weapons and paying the
corresponding price. In particular, many in the West, including the
U.S., say that North Korea 1is irrational and unpredictable, 1is
attributable to the neo—realistic view that has formed the mainstream
of international politics.

However, in order for us to recognize and analyze the North
Korean nuclear issue in more essential respects, we must break away
from this old stereotype of the North Korean nuclear issue and seek
a more macro, strategic solution based on a new perception of the
situation. Therefore, in this paper, we want to analyze these North
Korean nuclear issues in terms of strategic culture. In a nutshell,
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strategic culture refers to a certain mindset of a certain country in
using military force to achieve political goals. And given that this
strategic culture has consistency that once formed, it does not change
easily, the unpredictable policy orientation of a particular country can
also find a certain pattern in the "calculated inconsistency" created by
its own configured interests.

The concept of strategic culture was introduced by Jack Snyder, a
U.S. political scientist, to explain the Soviet Union’s unique and
irrational strategic behavior in the 1970s when it competed with the
U.S. for nuclear weapons. While the U.S. tends to favor deterrence in
nuclear war, the Soviet Union concluded that strategic culture formed
with the historical experience suffered by neighboring countries was a
factor that favored preemptive strikes in nuclear war.

Likewise, the background and purpose of this study is to examine
the historical experience they experienced during the post—North
Korean regime's period and the nature of the cause of nuclear
development through this experience, and to refer to the concept of
strategic culture as a theoretical framework.

Looking at North Korea from the perspective of strategic culture,
we have the advantage of seeing the world through the lens they see,
not through our own perspective. However, the issue of proof and
measurement of concept variables has been disputed as the limit point
of strategic cultural theory. In this paper, we tried not to extract only
the conceptual variables to overcome them, but to extract the central
paradigm of North Korea from the main text and the North's historical
experience in order to form an effective framework for analysis,
proving that this works together under the mechanism of perception
on the strategic environment and policy preference. In other words,
we want to present the usefulness of strategic cultural theory in
analyzing the North Korean nuclear crisis through empirical evidence
by linking North Korea's mechanism of perception on the strategic
environment and policy preference with the central paradigm, which is
the conceptual variable.

[Key word] Strategic culture, The central paradigm of strategic
culture, Juche ideology, North Korean nuclear crisis, Mechanism of

perception on the strategic environment and policy preference
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