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ABSTRACT

The Management of Hyangchon by the Members of Local
Yangban and the authority to govern the Hyangchon in
Late Joseon Dynasty in the Imsil-Hyun, Jeolla—do

Jang, Seok—Hyeon
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

The Graduate School

Hansung University

This thesis attempts to show the power relations among local Yangban
over the management of Hyangchon in late Joseon Dynasty in case of the
Yangban community in Imsil, Jeolla—do. The existing scholarship has viewed
the power relations among local Yangban at the Hyangcheong and Seowon
as reflecting the changes in local leaderships of the Hyangchon as well as
social changes in late Joseon Dynasty. The existing scholarship tends to
recognize the power relations in some specific areas in the provinces of
Jeolla and Kyungsang as representing the generic pattern of local
communities in late Joseon Dynasty.

The existing literature has not clarified how changes in power structure in
specific areas could be characterized as representative of overall local

communities in late Joseon Dynasty. To examine this issue, this thesis
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chooses the Imsil area in the provice of Jeolla, which has not been dealt
with by previous scholars. In the Imsil area, which had weak economy and
failed to produce bureaucrats working for central government or an
academic lineage, its Yangban class had to unite in order to maintain their
social status. The power relations among the Yangban community in the
Imsil area presents a new case of the power struggle over the authority to
govern the Hyangchon among local Yangban.

This thesis examines the family names appearing in the Hyangan($%),
registry of Yangban in Hyangcheong(#§/8), and the Cheonggeuman(F#%),
registry of Hyanggyo(#4%) officials, in the Imsil area. It also looks into the
leaders of Hyang and Hyanggyo in it. The Imsil Hyangan, which was
recorded between the 17th and the mid—18th centuries, listed the names and
bongwan[the origins of a family] of the 923 members of the Hyangcheong
as well as their positions in the Hyangcheong. The Imsil Cheonggeuman,
which was recorded between the 18th and 19th centuries, included the
names, bongwan, relative family trees, and distant ancestors of each of the
1,188 members who took leadership roles in the Hyanggyo.

The Imsil Hyangan of the 17th and 18th centuries confirms that five
major families dominated the area. Members of these five families comprised
50.3 percent of the entire members of Yangban registered in the Imsil
Hyangan, which listed 24 family names. The Cheonggeuman, registry of the
officials of the Hyanggyo, showed a similar pattern. The small number of
leading families that appeared in the Hyangan had quite an influence in the
Hyanggyo, consisting of 67 percent of the entire members listed in the the
Cheonggeuman of the 18th and 19th centuries. In particular, according to
the Cheonggeuman, the five powerful families that comprised majority of the
Yangban registered in the Imsil Hyangan produced the most majority of the
officials of the Hyanggyo. Major powerful families continued to hold the
authority to govern the Hyangchon.

The lasting influence of the leading families was also confirmed in the
pattern of the employment of the jobs at the Hyangcheong and Hyanggyo.
A small number of leading families took the position of Jwasu(FE®), the
chief of the Hyangcheong, which was the highest office of the Hyangchon,
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Byeolgam(BI&), and officials of the Hyanggyo(#%{f). The Cheongju Han
family(FNFREK) and  the Jeonju Yi family(ZMZEEK) were the more
prominent ones among the leading families. The interests of the other three
families were formed along the two most powerful families. The leading
families forged a system of check and balance over the authority to govern
the Hyangchon, striving to continue to reign the authority with a joint effort.

The Cheongju Han family and the Jeonju Yi family kept their power
intact by holding offices in the Hyangcheong and the Hyanggyo, which
underscored their representative roles in Hyangchon society. They also
claimed their authority to govern the Hyangchon as representative of
Confucianism. They showed their devotion to Confucianism by transforming
their family shrines into Seowons and building a Confucian shrine.

With these findings, this thesis confirms the following. The Yangban
society in the Imsil area between the 17th and 19th centuries did not follow
the pattern of power relations among the members of Yangban in other
areas, which witnessed the shift of power from one group to another.
Unlike other areas, a small number of powerful families were formed a
ruling authority in the Imsil area. The leading families in the Imsil area ran
the management of local Yangban community. The two most powerful
families, the Chegonju Han family and the Jeonju Yi family, were at the
center of that Yangban community, drawing the participation of the other

families.

Key-words : the authority to govern the Hyangchon(4&##), Hyangan(¥$%),
Cheonggeuman(F#%), Officials of the Hyangcheong(#T),
Officials of the Hyanggyo(#:{T), Confucian Shrine
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