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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Small Buddhist Temples Guarding
Tombs in the Joseon Dynasty

- Focusing on Paju Region -

Gwon, Hyo Sook
Major in Korean History
Dept. of History

Graduate School, Hansung University

The purpose of this study is to examine bunam, a Buddhist facility
built for protecting ancestor's grave boundaries, where people prayed
for the souls of the departed and had ancestral rituals during Joseon
Dynasty Period. The term “bunam” is still strange and unfamiliar to
the academic world, but as it was a Buddhist facility generally
constructed around the boundaries of a ground in a family burial site
in Joseon Dynasty Period, this private temple is frequently found in a
collection of work and the records of the royal house, epitaphs, the
plaques of two-storied houses, etc. Some of them still remain in the
name of a Buddhist temple in several regions.

Noblemen and government officials cremated a dead body
according to Buddhist funeral ceremonies and enshrined the remains in
a Buddhist sanctuary. Then, they had “Choocheonjae” G J#
7%5:Chundojae) and “Geeshinja” (& /=7%5), and buried it in a tomb in a

few months or years. Bunam was established depending on its use
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during such a funeral process. The funeral ceremonies in accordance
with this Buddhist cremation were popular in the Goryeo dynasty, and
they were still prevalent even till the mid-fifteenth after the foundation
of Jeseon. Even when Buddhist funeral ceremonies almost disappeared
after the 16th century and the boundaries of a grave were made, it
was a common thing for a nobleman family to allow a Buddhist monk
to perform the rituals for leading the deceased to the way to Heaven
and praying for the souls of the departed, and to construct bunam for
the purpose of protecting the boundaries of a grave.

Due to the enhancement of cohesion between relatives centering on
agnate, the expansion of the same tribe organizations, and the
formation of clan after the mid-seventeenth century of Jeoson dynasty,
such an institution as a family burial site and a tomb - protecting -
facility actively appeared. As the necessity of a tomb - protecting -
facility for a family burial site was emphasized after “Myoje” (Z£%% a
memorial service held before the grave), Bunam was expanded in scale
and functioned as a tomb - protecting - facility. From then on,
bunam became larger and its function and role were getting diversified,
as a separate tomb, a tomb-protecting—facility, and forum school were
additionally constructed. A variety of activities like learning,
publications of poetries and books, and compilation of a genealogy were
done in this bunam, which played an important role for clan activities
including a clan meeting.

The management and operation of bunam were done by a Buddhist
monk. It ranged from a small - scaled one where a group of 3
guardian Buddhist monks resided to a large - scaled one where more
than 20 resided. These Buddhist monks not only held rituals but also
baked tiles, managed granaries, and helped compile family records.

Buddhists monks massed depending on their mutual necessity; for
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example, they referred themselves to “Soksa”(J&<7) in order to be
exempted from forced labor under the protection of nobleman family
under the situation when the infringement of Buddhism was getting
serious.

The type of bunam started from a simple style designed for the
structure with a room in which a monk resides and a Kkitchen, but the
size gradually became larger as a room and an upper floor for
“Jaesuk” (751 a staying place in case of ceremonies) were additionally
constructed. The name gradually changed into a variety of ones,
ranging  from  “Jaesa’(# <),  “Byungsa’(A),  “Jaegak”(Z5H),
to“Jungsa” (ki 7).

From the late of the 18th century, as “Jaejik”(Z51&) came to take
charge of the management instead of a Buddhist monk, the function of
“bunam” slowly disappeared and only a function as a ritual room
succeeded. Contrary to this, there is a case when bunanam” has
existed as a clan temple only. It is confirmed from the cases of
bunams in Paju - Sungjae Temple and Obong Temple.

This study explored the regional characteristics of Paju, Gyeonggi
Province, and analyzed the features of a privately - bestowed bunam
and a clan bunam by reviewing the cases of 2 bunams located in Paju,
which have been existing since construction.

Especially, Sungjae Temple located in Kyoha-eup, Paju is the
banam for Papyung Yoon's clan, which is differentiated from other
clans’bunams; it was constructed as a privately-bestowed bunam and
Papyung Yoon's clan was bestowed a wooden Buddist image while
making the boundaries of a grave for Yoon Bun, father - in -law of
King Sejo, and a group of Buddhist guardian monks were dispatched.
Sungjae Temple is used for a regular meeting for clan ceremonies, or

a forum school for Papyung Yoon's clan, and a place for compiling
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clan’s register and keeping the block book. Besides bunam, a ritual
room and a forum building were constructed, but these facilities
became extinct after extinction in the late of Japanese colonial period.
Then, these rooms and buildings were reconstructed as a Buddhist
temple in 1979, remaining as a clan temple.

Obong Temple located in Agamoi, Wollong—myeon, Paju is the
banam constructed in the early of 1600 in an attached cottage (¥i1)
for teaching Confusion scholars (ff4:) residing around the boundaries
of the grave. At present, this temple exists as a clan temple which has
been expanded in scale.

This study investigated the establishment time and purpose of
bunam in Joseon dynasty, the functions, the operation and types, and
the changing process. In addition, this study examined the noblemen’s
Buddhist funeral rites and one side of the related folkways, which were
generally performed in the early of Joseon dynasty in Confucianism

social system.
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