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ABSTRACT

A Study on Development of UNC After
Transferring the Wartime Operational Control

- Focusing on analysis of critical policy decision -

Lee, Yun-Kyu
Major in International Security

Dept. of National Security and Strategy

Graduate School of National Defense

Science

Hansung University

A series of efforts and measures are underway to return the

operational control of the ROK forces, which had to be handed over
to the United Nations Command in the Korean War. Policy about
the OPCON transition kept changing as new administrations came
to power. Public opinion is divided over this sensitive issue.
Therefore, there is a need to analyze the UNC’s key policy areas
and work out ways to make constructive progress. To this end, I
conducted an analysis of the international coalition forces’ decision
to attack north of the38 Parallel, the movement that opposed the
signing of the Armistice, the dialogue about disbanding the UNC in
the 70s and UNC revitalization effort in the 2000s.
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To summarize the conclusions, with respect to the UNC after the
OPCON transition: First, the UNC will continue to coordinate the UNC
sending state forces and will do so through the annual combined
exercises and meetings. Second, the relationship between the UNC / CFC
and the ROK Joint Chiefs of Staff should be clearly defined after the
OPCON transition and it should be clearly stated in the terms of
reference and other official documents, such as strategic directives and
OPLANSs, that the UNC’s priority is to support the CFC and the ROK
forces. Third, there is a need to improve outdated or impractical UNC
regulations, as well as those that are applied only to the ROK forces,
such as the Armistice Rules of Engagement. It should also be reviewed
whether signing a status of forces agreement for on-pen UNC forces is

necessary.

[Keywords] Korean War, UNC, Armistice Agreement, ROK-US
Combined Forces Command, disbanding the UNC,
OPCON transition, UNC revitalization
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